
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



yGoogk 




vGooQlq 



Hoandliy 
iracHUlTTEll 



yGoogk 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



yGoogk 




.21— 2=::>aL r*-^"-«g ^*- v^ >~^-Tg 
^^^^^^V ^^*^^^^ /^^^-^M^ <^^,AJy ^^Vw^J^ 



^^^53p7 



>-^ >~^ng 







Exodus, chap. 20, ver. 8. 








yGoogk 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SUNDAY 

^t ^aHat| gag, 

CX>NTAINING AN AOOOUNT OF THE 

PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE CONDITION 

OF THAT PEOPLE WHO WERE FIRST 

OOMMAVBEB TO KEEP IT HOLT. 

BY A BELIEVING ISRAELITE. 

Dbut., chap. 29, ver. 29. 



" A Sabbath well spent 
Brings a week of content, 
And health for the toils < 
But a Sabbath profaned, 
Whatsoe'er may be gaine 
Is the certain forenmnei 



PATON k RITCHIE, HANOVER STREET. 

LONDON : WERTHEIM k MACKINTOSH, 
24 PATERNOSTER ROW. 



1857. 



yGoogk 



DEDICATED WITH DEEPEST RESPECT TO THE 



RIGHT REVEREND 



9 ^•^•9 



BISHOP OP EDINBURGH. AND PRIMUS OF THE 



Sitatti»\i <Bpi0topaI C^nrt^, 



BY HIS MOST OBEDIENT HUMBLE SERVANT, 



THE AUTHOR. 



yGoogk 



yGoogk 



PREFACE, 



If as great pains had been taken to invest 
with literary elegance the arguments present- 
ed in this little work, as have been bestowed 
in determining the somidness of the arguments 
themselves, the Author might have entertained 
many more readers than he is likely to secure. 
He invites the lovers of truth to the perusal of 
his pages, and is warranted in expecting that 
the minds of sincere Christians wiU duly ap- 
preciate whatever can be introduced with that 
supreme and indubitable sanction, " thus saith 
Jehovah." He cannot but feel that he may be 
the means of communicating, to many of God's 
dear people, some measure of the satisfaction 
and comfort which his own heart has derived, 
firom the opinion here maintained respecting 
the particular day on which " God rested from 
aU His works which he created and made," viz., 
that on this same day the Almighty finished 
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the great work of redemption, and brought in 
everlasting righteousness through " Him who 
rose again for our justification."- Nor can he 
discourage hope from following the footsteps of 
desire respecting his beloved kindred, "who are 
Israelites," that they, without ceasing to look 
forward to the coming Messiah, may be induced 
by what is here stated, to look hack on the 
Messiah already come, and to moimi penitently 
for those sins which made him at the first " a 
man of sorrows." May the Spirit of truth bless 
this humble effort in vindication of the truth, 
and excite many who have heretofore misappre- 
hended, or too lightly esteemed, the Old Testa^ 
ment scriptures, to meditate more intelligently 
and prayerfully on those sacred pages to which 
our blessed Saviour referred, when he said to 
his kinsmen according to the flesh, "Search the 
Scriptures^ for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life, and they are they which testify of me." 

A Believing Israelitk 
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SABBATH DAY. 

la Sunday or Saturday the Sahbath Day ? 

With some General EEifAHES on the Past, Present, 
AND Future Condition op God*s Ancient People, to 
WHOM the Command of Keeping the Sabbath Day 
Holy was First Given. 

At the request of a few friends I present this 
little work, first, to show that we, as Christians, 
are now keeping the Sabbath on the day first 
set apart by Jehovah, immediately after the 
creation of the world ; and in so doing, I trust 
that this will be the means of satisfying the 
minds of many who have hitherto been sceptical 
on this subject, and of comforting others who 
may have had their doubts as to the Day on 
which the Sabbath ought to be kept. With 
this subject I purpose, secondly, introducing 
to the reader the spiritual state and condition, 
past, present, and future, of my own nation — 
the ancient people of God, to whom the com- 
mand was first given, " Remember the Sabbath 
day, to keep it holy." It is not my intention 
to make any lengthened remarks as to how this 

A 
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10 SUNDAY THE SABBATH. 

hallowed day ought to be observed; my object 
is to notice more especially the Day, whether it 
be the Sunday, now called the first day of the 
week, or the Saturday, now called the seventh 
day. If we can prove the former to have been 
the day on which Jehovah rested from all his 
work, we shall accomplish all we desire on this 
point 

There can be no doubt in the Christian mind 
that the Sabbath is a highly useful institution, 
in a literal point of view, and a necessary reli- 
gious ordinance, as a sign between God and 
man. Every Christian man must know that 
the command of Jehovah for keeping the Sab* 
bath holy, is binding upon the hearts and con- 
sciences of all who believe in him, even as any 
other command given to us in the moral law. 

In the book of Nehemiah, 13th chapter, 15th 
and following verses, it is thus written, — " In 
those days saw I in Judah some treading wine 
presses on the Sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, 
and lading asses ; as also wine, grapes, and figs, 
and all manner of burdens, which they brought 
into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day : and I 
testified against them in the day wherein they 
sold victuals. There dwelt men of Tyre also 
therein, which brought fish, and all manner of 
ware, and sold on the Sabbath unto the chil- 
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SUNDAY THE SABBATH. 11 

dren of Judah, and in Jerusalem. Then I con- 
tended with the nobles of Judah, and said 
unto them, What evil thing is this that ye do, 

and profane the Sabbath day ? And it 

came to pass, that when the gates of Jerusalem 
began to be dark before the Sabbath, I com- 
^manded that the gates should be shut, and 
charged that they should not be opened till 
after the Sabbath ; and some of my servants 
set I at the gates, that there should no burden 
be brought in on the Sabbath day." 

In the book of the Prophet Jeremiah, in the 
I7th chapter, 21st and following verses, we 
read : — 

"Thus saith the Lord, Take heed to your- 
selves, and bear no burden on the Sabbath day, 
nor bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem .... 
Neither do ye any work, but hallow ye the 
Sabbath day, as I commanded your fathers." 

In the 15th chapter of Numbers, and 32d 
verse, there is an account given us of a man 
who had violated the command to keep the 
Sabbath holy, by gathering sticks on this day. 
The sentenf3e was, that he should suffer death 
on account of it " And all the congregation 
brought him without the camp, and stoned him 
with stones, and he died ; as the Lord com- 
manded Moses." The Sabbath was ordained as 
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12 SUNDAY THE SABBATR 

a sign of the covenant between Jehovah and 
his people IsraeL Exodus, chap. 31, ver. 13, &a 
" Speak thou also imto the children of Israel, 
saying, verily my Sabbaths ye shall keep ; for 
it is a sign between me and you, throughout 
your generations ; that ye may know that I 
am the Lord that doth sanctify you. Ye shall ' 
keep the Sabbath therefore ; for it is holy unto 
you : every one that defileth it shall surely 
be put to death." In our day it is contended 
fhat we are living under a new dispensation, 
viz., the Christian, and that therefore the com- 
mand is no longer binding upon us. From this 
it would appear that when our blessed Lord 
Jesus Christ came into this world, he introduced 
altogether a new religion. But, I ask, is Chris- 
tianity a new religion ? Is it not rather Ju- 
daism ? Our blessed Lord did not come to es- 
tablish a new code of laws ; the religion of 
Jesus is Judaism completed, and Judaism per- 
feded. The Judaism of old, under the law, 
was a type of that blessed and holy religion we 
are privileged to enjoy, and which was propa- 
gated by the blessed Saviour and his apostles. 
And the law which was given by Jehovah on 
Moimt Sinai is equally binding upon the con- 
science now, £U3 it was when He said, "Remem- 
ber the Sabbath day, and keep it holy." 
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SUNDAY THE SABBATH. 13 

But the Day is the question. Was it on 
that now called the seventh day of the week ? 
I say it was on that now called the first ; and 
this I will endeavour to make as dear as pos- 
sible. God having created " the heavens and 
the earth, and all the host of them," we find 
that He rested on the "seventh day." Here 
was the first notice taken of the Sabbath, and 
this day was ordained in commemoration of 
the creation, after God had perfected the visi- 
ble and invisible world, and pronounced every 
thing which he had made to be very good. 
No further mention is made of the Sabbath 
until after the children of Israel had been 
delivered from the Egyptian bondage, and 
were brought through the Red Sea into the 
wilderness of Sin. Here manna was given for 
food to the children of Israel "And Moses 

said, Six days ye shall gather it ; but 

on the seventh day, which is the Sahhcith, in 
it there shall be none." This is the first instance 
of the Sabbath being named since the time on 
which it is said that God rested fi-om all his 
works. The first Sabbath, then, was ordained 
in commemoration of the creation ; and the 
second, in commemoration of the deliverance 
from Egyptian bondage, as is evident from 
what Moses said to the people in the recapitu- 
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14 SUNDAY THE SABBATH. 

lation of the law. Read Deut, 5th chapter, 
12th and following verses, " Keep the Sabbath 
day to sanctify it, as the Lord thy God hath 
commanded thee. Six days thou shalt labour, 

and do all thy work, &c., &a And 

remember that thou wast a servant in the land 
of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought 
thee out thence through a mighty hand and a 
stretched out arm : Theeefore the Lord thy 
God commanded thee to keep the Sabbath 
Day." That this was a second Sabbath, there 
can be no doubt The first was given to com- 
memorate the creation of the world, as already 
stated; and the second was given on Mount 
Sinai, in the moral law, to commemorate the 
deliveramje from the Egyptian bondage. 

I shall now direct the attention of the reader 
to the writings of the Jewish Babbies ; not 
that I would recommend tradition generally 
for confirmation of our faith. Nevertheless, 
there are some valuable opin^'ons which may 
be gathered from Rabbinical tradition. For 
instance, in the book of Zoar, (a Rabbinical 
book), a beautiful description is given of the 
doctrine of the ever blessed and holy Trinity. 
A learned Jewish Rabbi there writes the fol- 
lowing : — " Come and see the mystery of the 
word Aloheim, (God) ; there are three degrees. 
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SUNDAY THE SABBATH. 15, 

and eacli degree is by itself alone, yet they are 
all one, and joined together in one, and are not 
divided fix)m each other. It is said that there 
are three] lights in God The ancient light, or 
TlDlp the pure light, or nV the purified light, 
or nV niXD and that these three make but 
one God. There are also usual distinctions of 
these persons. The first is called by the learned 
^)t ya or Infinite, who is the Father, and is 
called ^m I. The second person is called HODn 
or wisdom, and addressed by the pronoun nrifit 
thou. The third is called ^y2 understandiog, 
or pHT the Holy Spirit, by whom the prophets 
were iosprred." Thus much for Jewish Kab- 
binism on the doctrine of the holy and blessed 
Trinity. Now let us hear what it has to say as 
concerning the Sabbath. nUB^ pnS n^tJ^n 

p)*Snn n^tffDn «n» nya^n sabbath ethic. 

" The first Sabbath," say the Rabbies, " was 
to commemorate the creation, as it is written : 
Thus, the heavens and the earth were finished, 
and all the host of them. And on the seventh 
day God ended his work which he had made . . . 
And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified 
it.'' On Mount Sinai a second Sabbath was 
commanded, which was to conmiemorate the 
deliverance fix)m Egyptian bondage ; as it is 
written in the book of Deuteronomy, — " And 
remember that thou wast a servant in the land 
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16 SUNDAY THE SABBATH. 

of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought 
thee out thence through a mighty hand and a 
stretched out arm : therefore the Lord thy God 
hath commanded thee to keep the Sabbath 
day." BUT, when the Messiah shaU come, 
then shall the Sahhath he changed again to its 
origin^ day. This is important " When the 
Messiah shall come," &a The Messiah has 
come, and on the day on which He rose from 
the dead the Sabbath was changed to the first 
day of the week. 

In corroboration of this Jewish idea, we may 
observe, (which is an extraordinary fisw^), that 
the Jews of the present day keep the first day 
of the seventh month in remembrance of the 
creation of the world. This is acknowledged 
by them in the prayers used on this day, which 
is caUed nJB^H B^NT New Year. "O Lord our 
God ! who doth view and behold, to the end 
of all generations : when thou wilt produce the 
decree and memorial for the visitation of every 

spirit and souL From the beginning 

hast thou made this known, and revealed it in 
ancient times, yti^VD nSnn DVn HT That 

THIS IS THE day TO COMMEMORATE THE BEGIN- 
NING of thy' works, a memorial of the First 
Day! HJB^n B^ttn"? P\Dia New Year's Day 
Service. 
The Jews had their ecclesiastical and civil 
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SUNDAY THE SABBATH. 17 

year ; the former to celebrate their feasts and 
fasts, which begin with the month Nissin, cor- 
responding with March ; the latter for the or- 
dering of their civil affairs. Tisri is the seventh 
month of the sacred year, and the first day of 
that month is to commemorate the creation of 
the world ; as, according to Rabbinical arrange^ 
ment, this first day of the seventh month, or 
New Year, (i e, the civil,) can never happen on 
a Smiday, the present first day of the week ; 
and, therefore, according to Jewish order, our 
first day of the week could not have been the 
first day of the creation, when Jehovah said, 
" and the evening and the morning was one 
day/' On the same principle, Saturday, our 
seventh day, could not have been the day on 
which God rested fix)m all his work. 

What is stated by Jewish writers appears to 
me very consistent, and very possible, viz., that 
when the Messiah shall come, the Sabbath shall 
again be changed For if the second command 
for keeping the Sabbath was to commemorate 
the deliverance fi:om the Egyptian bondage, the 
change of that Sabbath to its original day may 
be to conmiemorate a greater deliv^nce than 
Egyptian bondage, viz., a deliverance firom sin 
and Satan ; a deliverance fi:om the " bondage 
of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the 
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children of God." Let me ask the reader, 
is there not something comforting in these 
Rabbinical statements? Are they not extror- 
ordinary statements? "When the Messiah 
shall come the Sabbath shall be changed to its 
original day T' Whatever idea we may have 
formed concerning Jewish Rabbinism, there can 
be no doubt but that many of the Rabbles had 
an eye to the coming Messiah, even Jesus, as 
their Deliverer, although many amongst them 
cried out, "Away with him, crucify him, crucify 
him." At all events, it is a striking coinddenoe 
that such a statement should be made by their 
writers. I have said that many of these Rab< 
bies had an eye to the coming and the suflFering 
of the Messiah ; this fact may be gathered firom 
the following confession made by them in their 
synagogues on the day of Atonement, llflD D V 
throughout the world, and written, as is gener- 
ally believed, immediately after the return from 
the Babylonian captivity. 

" We have hitherto been cut off tliipough our 
evil deeds, yet hast thou our Rock not brought 
consummation upon ua Our Righteous An- 
ointed JB departed from us ; horror hath 
seized us, and we have none to justify u& He 
hath home the yoke of ov/r iniquities and our 
tra/nsgresaions, and is wounded because of 
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our transgreseioTid, He beareth our sins on 
his shoulder, that he mayfiifid pardon for our 
iniquities! "^IflD DvS f]D^D Service for the 
Day of Atonement. 

Every Christian must acknowledge that there 
is much scriptural truth in this confession; see 
Isaiah, 53d chapter. Why, then, may not this 
saying of theirs, " that when the Messiah shall 
come," &a, be also Truth ? 

Although very much has been written by the 
Babbies which is altogether inconsistent with 
God's holy will and word, nevertheless they 
have some truth, mixed up with a great deal of 
error. 

The Sabbath was strictly observed by our 
blessed Saviour, as we find it ^written in the 
4th chapter of the Gospel by St. Luke, 16th 
verse. " And he came to Nazareth, where he 
had been brought up : and as his custom was, 
he went into the synagogue ON the Sabbath 
Day, and stood up for to read." Again, Luke, 
chap. 4, rer. 31, — " And he came down to Ca- 
pernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them 
ON THE Sabbath Days." Again, chapter 6, 
ver. 6, — " And it came to pass also on another 
Sabbath, that he entered into the synagogue 
and taught." His example was followed by 
his apostles after his resurrec]bion and ascen- 
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sioiL They taught the Jews the scriptures on 
their (Jews') Sabbath, in their synagogues, but 
they (the apostles) kept the first day of the 
week holy, and dedicated this day to the Lord. 
St. Paul, who was a learned Jewish Rabbi, and 
therefore well acquainted with the Talmud, no 
doubt well knew, also, what the Rabbles had 
stated in h^B^ pHS (Sabl)ath Ethic,) that 
"when the Messiah shall come, the Sabbath shall 
be changed." That Noah kept the first Sabbath, 
may very properly be inferred from his having 
sent the dove out of the ark, to see if the waters 
were abated from off the face of the ground. 

And he stayed yet other seven DAYS, 

&c., Genesis, chap. 8, ver. 10. 

Thus I think I have fully proved my asser- 
tion, viz., that Sunday, and not Saturday, is 
the day on which " God rested from all his 
works," and therefore the day on which the 
Sabbath was first kept. As to the observance 
of it by Christians now, and in what way it 
ought to be kept, I intend to offer only a few 
remarks. I do not think any definite rule can 
be recommended. 

What some persons may think to be cases of 
necessity or charity, others may look upon as 
acts of supererogation, and as things which 
might be left undone on the Sabbath day. 
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It appears clear to my mind that om* blessed 
Lord never laid down any specific rule how the 
day was to be observed, fiirther than it was 
to be kept holy : this was imperative Works 
connected with the sanctuary were lawfiil, 
undec the law of Moses, as well as nnder the 
teaching of our Saviour. Matt., chapter 12, 
ver. 5, — " Have ye not read in the law, how 
that on the Sabbath days the priests in the 
temple profane the Sabbath, and are blameless ? 
But I say unto you, that in this place is one 

greater than the temple. The Son of 

man is Lord even of the Sabbath day." 

Works of mercy were lawful on the Sabbath. 
Matt. chap. 12, ver. 12, " How much then is a 
man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is law- 
ful to do well on the Sabbath days." Luke, 
chap. 13, ver. 16, — "And ought not this woman, 
being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath 
bound, lo, these eighteen years, to be loosed from 
this bond on the Sabbath day T This was said 
after Jesus had healed the poor woman on the 
Sabbath. John, chap. 9, ver. 14, — "And it was 
the Sabbath day when Jesus made the day, 
and opened his eyes." Necessary wants were 
permitted to be supplied on the Sabbath. See 
Matt., chap. 12, ver. 1. Luke, chap. 13, ver. 15, 
chap. 14, ver. 1. 



yGoogk 



22 SUNDAY THE SABBATH. 

I think, therefore, that so far as the outward 
observance of this holy day is concerned, we 
must leave that entirely to the conscience of 
every God-fearing man, always bearing in mind 
these important words, "remember the Sabbath 
day to keep it holy." I have no hesitation in 
saying, that whatever benefit arises fix)m reli- 
gion, may be said generally to arise from the 
Sabbath. Without the Sabbath, religion could 
scarcely exist. It is the pillar which supports 
the temple of piety. 

The assembling of ourselves together for holy 
worship, the preaching of the blessed gospel, 
and many other holy privileges, are connected 
with it. There can be no doubt but that thou- 
sands of our fellow-creatures would never have 
heard of the means of grace, or of the hope of 
glory, if it were not that this one day was set 
apart for holy worship. Wherever this day is 
properly observed, there we find a church-going 
people, all repairing to the house of prayer. In 
this sanctuary humble confession is made before 
God There we pray for mercy, pardon, and 
peace, through the atoning merits of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ; and there we meet to conmiemo- 
rate His dying love. There the balm of Chris- 
tian consolation is poured into our wounds ; our 
sorrows are soothed, and our hopes directed to- 



yGoogk 



SUNDAY THE SABBATH. 23 

wards that heavenly home where "the inhabi- 
tants shall no more say, I am sick, and where 
sorrow and sighing will for ever flee away." 
Are not all these things sufficient to recommend 
the Sabbath to every friend of mankind ? But 
great as these benefits are, they are not to be 
compared with the sacred command given mito 
us, " Keep the Sabbath day holy." 

I much fear that we too ofiben lose sight of 
God's dealings, both with individuals and na- 
tions, for the neglecting and proBBodng this his 
holy command That there is a great desire at 
the present day to keep our Sabbaths in the 
way in which they are kept in Popish and In- 
fidel countries^ cannot be denied. We must 
guard against every innovation ; especially 
against that stir that is still making in Eng- 
land for setting aside the Sabbath day as only 
a secondary consideration. Let us not "pro* 
voke the Lord to angei^' by our inconsi8tencie& 

In proportion as mankind are enlightened, 
and the natnral ignorance of their minds re- 
moved, they are responsible to their God. Ad- 
mitting the truth of this principle, the sins of 
mankind in the present day must be awfully 
aggravated in the sight of a holy and heart- 
searching God. Perhaps the means of acquiring 
moral and religious knowledge were never more 
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abundant and attainable than in this our day. 
Yet, alas, I fear the majority of those on whom 
these privileges are conferred, derive no saving 
benefit by them ; for " this is the condeTnnation, 
that light is come into the world, but men love 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
are eviL" The light of gospel truth dilBFuses its 
beams far and wide ; but " he that doeth evil, 
hateth the light, neither cometh he to the light, 
lest his deeds should be reproved." The pro- 
fanation of the Sabbath was one of the sins for 
which Gk)d severely punished his ancient people, 
and brought ruin upon their city and temple. 
They were forewarned by him of its consequen- 
ces, nevertheless they persisted in the practice 
of it, till his judgments came upon them. For 
70 years were the Jewish nation kept in cap- 
tivity for violating the Sabbath day. The vio- 
lation of this day is productive of many eviLs ; 
for when men turn away fit)m God, they pro- 
ceed into the ways of sin, little thinking that 
the " wages of sin is death." Our lot is cast 
in perilous times ; it behoves us to examine 
ourselves, to know whose we are, and whom 
we serve. There is much of professed religion 
in the present day ; whether there is much vital 
godliness, is known only unto Him who is ac- 
quainted with all our hearts. Having well 
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considered the subject of the sabbath day, and 
the observance of the same, I desire to take the 
mind of the reader to the people to whom the 
command to " keep the sabbath holy," was first 
given : — ^they were the Jewa Dear reader, have 
you ever looked upon that people as a nation, 
**to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the 
glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the 
law, and the service of God, and the promises ; 
whose are the fathers, and of whom as con- 
cerning tiie flesh, Christ came, who is over aU, 
God blessed for ever. Amen T I say, have you 
ever thought upon my nation? that is, have 
you had them on your heart before the Lord ? 
Let me address to you some observations on 
their past, present, and future condition. 

The preservation of the Jews as a separate 
people to the present day, is indeed remarkable. 
Though oppressed, spoiled, and banished, they 
still remain a separate people, whose origin 
cannot be doubted ; and they are to be found in 
every part of the globe. They were God's chosen 
people. " Ye are my witnesses," saith Jehovah. 
God was pleased to call Abraham from his 
&ther's land, from his Other's house, and from 
the midst of idolatry, to become his faithftil 
servant, and was pleased to give him this high 
designation, " The Father of the Faithful" 



yGoogk 



26 PAST CONDITION OF THE JEW& 

With him God made a covenant, that in ''hia 
seed should all the nations of the earth be blesflh 
ed'' After his death this covenant was renewed 
and made with Isaac, he being the child of pro- 
mise. Ishmael was passed by. The covenant 
was afterwards made to Jacob, Esau being 
passed by. To Jacob it was also said, '' In thee 
and in thy seed shaU all the fiBtmilies of the earth 
be blessed." This promise received its literal 
fiilfihnent, for in the seed of Abraham (i.e. the 
Messiah) all the nations of the earth are blessed. 
From the first formation of the Jewish people 
into a nation, they were placed mider a govern- 
ment different from aU the world, — ^they had 
Jehovah for their king. After they had left the 
land of bondage, his presence was typified by 
the pillar of doud by day, to lead them the way 
onward ; and by night in a pillar of fire, to 
give them light to go by day and night. All 
their rulers, ecclesiastical and civil, all acted as 
the ministers of the God of Israel ; and when 
their heart was right with Him, they acknow- 
ledged Him to be the Lord. This Jewish 
theocracy existed imder the king, as weU as 
under Moses, Joshna, Deborah, &a The history 
of this people firom Moses to the captivity in 
Babylon, embraces a period of 900 years ; but 
even in their captivity God did not leave him- 
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self without witnessea Here they had the three 
sons of Abraham, Shadrac, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, who suffered burning rather than deny 
their Qod, and worship the '' golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up/' Here 
they also had the holy man Daniel, who suffered 
himself to be shut up in the lions' den rather 
than be prohibited holding communion with 
his GUkI, the God of Israel And these holy 
men were all preserved fix)m danger by the 
Jehovah of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob ; 
so He was not left without His witnesses. 

Many of the prophecies, and many of the 
psalms, are rendered much more dear by atten- 
tion to the history connected with this nation. 
Several of the characters are evidently typical 
of the great Saviour of mankind ; many of the 
prophedea especially foretell the coining of the 
Messiah, his birth, his death, his resurrection, 
his ascension, and the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
These prophecies also throw great light on the 
only way and only plan* of salvation, through a 
once crucified, and now glorified Saviour. The 
Jewish history contains many things which re- 
fer to the concerns of common life ; and all in- 
structive, as showing the evil of sin, and the 
holiness of Jehovah The Jewish records are in- 
valuable as exhibiting God's dealings respect- 
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ing states and kingdoms ; they all declare that 
" righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a 
reproach to any people/' These lessons, conveyed 
by holy writ, were they more constantly kept 
in view, -and more forcibly impressed upon the 
minds of mankind in general, would be a bless- 
ing indeed No people on the face of the earth 
stand in so extraordinary a relation to the rest 
of the world as the Jews. No people have such 
powerftd claims on Christian commiseration. 

For them an Assyrian monarchy was raised 
up to carry on God's purposes towards them in 
their chastisements and captivity ; while in this 
captivity there was an opportunity of the oracles 
of God beii^ spread through the east; and 
when God's purpose is eflfected, the Mighty 
Babylon is fallen, her place is the seat of wild 
beasts and birds of prey, and her glory is scat- 
tered in the dust. For them an Alexander is 
sent forth that he may introduce through the 
east that rich and beautiful language through 
which their records might be read among every 
people. Under his successors this people were 
cast into the hands of the Romans, to prepare 
for Him who was to be " a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of his people Israel" 

The Jews were now made subservient to the 
nations, th^l through them they might hear of 
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Him of whom "Moses in the law, and the 
prophets did write," — Jesus of Nazareth. 

Now did the apostles enter into their syna- 
gogues and testify both to Jews and Gentiles 
"the unsearchable riches of Christ." In the 
70th year of the Christian era they were driven 
from the country which their forefathers had 
possessed for fifteen hundred years. A brief 
detail of the awfiil miseries which they then 
endured may serve to connect their former 
history with their subsequent fate, and so show 
that the prophecies respecting the destruction 
of their beloved city, Jerusalem, were as mi- 
nutely fulfilled as those in which their more 
recent and present history may now be read. 
Moses in the law, (Deut., 28th chapter), fore- 
warned them of God's judgments in cases of 
disobedience. Tliey did disobey the commands 
of Jehovah ; and last of all they rejected Him, 
even the Son of David, who came to seek and 
to save the lost sheep of the house of Israel- 
Matt., IQth chapter, 6th verse. But now it 
may naturally be asked, why did the Jews 
reject the promised Messiah, of whom Moses 
and the prophets did write ? They all wrote 
concerning him. The Jews as the rightful 
owners possessed the oracles of God's truth. 
In Genesis we find Messiah spoken of as the 
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" seed of the woman" bruising the head of the 
serpent. Jacob speaks of him as the "Shiloh," 
n^B^Dn HSd Nlii He, King Messiah, whose 
prophecy was literally fulfilled Moses speaks 
of him as a "prophef that Grod would "raise 
up unto them among their brethren," and 
would put his words into the prophet's mouth ; 
and whosoever would not hearken unto God's 
word, which he the prophet should speak, 
"Jehovah would require it of him." Isaiah 
spoke fully and plainly of his birth, his suflFer- 
ings, his crucifixion, his death, his burial, and 
his resurrection. 

It would occupy a much larger space than 
can possibly be given in so small work as this, to 
dpeak of Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Haggai, and 
others, all of whom testified of the coming of 
the Messiah, the Son of David All these truths 
were in the possession of the Jewish nation. 
Notwithstanding this fisw5t, when " he came to 
his own, his own received him not." They aU 
cried out, " away with him, away with him," 
" we wiU not have this man to reign over us." 
How are we to accoimt for this great inconsis- 
tency? Evidently upon this ground When 
the Jews were in captivity, they introduced 
their tradition, on which they were taught to 
place the most implicit confidence, even as much 
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confidence as in the word of God ; and in this 
tradition they ^ere taught to believe that there 
vrovHd be two Messiahs ; the first, a suffering 
one, to be the son of Joseph; and the second 
Messiah to be the Son of David. They there- 
fore, thus rejected this blessed Son of David, 
because he did not come with all the pomp and 
glory of an earthly potentate, but condescended 
to be bom of a poor Jewish virgin, and was 
found in a manger wrapped up in swaddling 
dothes. This was not the Messiah they expect- 
ed ; neither was he recognised as such amongst 
the Scribes and Phariseea What the conse- 
quence of their rejecting him was, the sequel 
will plainly show. 

The Jewish historian, Josephus, informs us 
that 86 years after the crudfision of our blessed 
Saviour this prophecy respecting their city and 
their temple was literally fulfilled, Luke, diap. 
19, ver. 40, &c. He foretold their doom— "When 
Jesus entered into Jerusalem, he beheld the dty 
and wept over it, saying, if thou hadst known, 
even thou, at least this in thy day, the things 
which belong to thy peace I but now they are 
hid fix)m thine eyea For the days shall come 
upon thee that thine enemies shall cast a trench 
about thee, and compass thee in on every dde, 
and shall lay thee even with the ground, and 
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thy children within thee ; and they shall not 
leave in thee one stone upon another." 

This historian informs us that when the Jews 
had filled up the measure of their iniquity by 
crucifying the Lord of Glory, Titus the son of 
Vespasian, Emperor of Eome, invaded Jerusa- 
lem with a powerful army. The city was 
strongly fortified with tlrfee walls. Titus, after 
having encoimteredgreat difficulties and dangers, 
succeeded in breaking down the outward waUL 
During this period he showed great clemency 
and commiseration to this infatuated people, re- 
peatedly making them offers of pardon, and 
assuring them that they should experience kind 
treatment if they would submit. These over- 
tures they contemptuously rejected He then 
broke through the second waU, and was making 
preparations to break the third ; but before he 
would proceed to the last extremities, he sent 
Josephus, their countryman, to persuade his 
brethren to surrender. His entreaties however 
were all in vain. Titus being vexed at their 
scomftd conduct to his ambassador, came to a 
determination to make an intrenchment round 
the whole city, and thus cut off aU suppliea 
This was speedily effected. Our blessed Lord 
had foretold that " the days would come that 
their enemies should cast a trench about them 
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and keep them in on every side/' At last Titus 
caused a breach to be made in the third wall, 
and the invading army poured into the city, 
and spread slaughter and desolation in every 
direction. 

" The greater part of the men, women, and 
children, were put to the sword; and the city, 
after a siege of six months, was entirely razed 
to the ground ; and one of the Roman generals^ 
by command of the Emperor, ploughed up the 
very foundation of the temple." So minutely 
was the prophecy of our Lord's prediction ful- 
filled ! " They shall lay thee even with the 
ground, and thy children within thee ; and they 
shall not leave in thee one stone upon another/ 

It has been computed that more than ONE 
MILLION, ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND of the Jewish 
nation perished during this siege, and that 
NINETY-SEVEN THOUSAND were taken captiva 
Famine and pestilence prevailed at one period 
to such an extent that the inhabitants, being 
no longer able to carry the dead bodies out of 
the city, laid them in heaps in the largest houses^ 
and there shut them up. Sandals, and straw, 
AND THE LEATHER OF BUCKLERS were eaten; 
and there are other instances recorded, occasion- 
ed by the famine, of so deeply affecting a nature, 
that on perusing the accoimt of them the mind 
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recoils with horror. One sad and inhuman dr- 
cumstanoe we will narrate, mentioned by the 
Jewish historian, Josephus. 

There was a certain woman that dwelt be- 
yond Jordan: her name was Mary. She was 
eminent for her family and her wealth, and had 
fled away to Jerusalem with the rest of the 
multitude, and was with them besieged therein 
at this time. The effects which she had brought 
with her fi-om Ferea had been seized upon. 
What she had treasured up, and what food she 
contrived to save, had been carried off by the 
rapacious guards, who came every day running 
into her house for that purpose. This put the 
poor woman into a very great passion ; and by 
the frequent reproaches and imprecations she 
cast at these villains, she had provoked them 
to anger against her ; but none of them, either 
out of the indignation she had raised against 
them, or out of commiseration of her case, 
would take away her life ; and if she found any 
food, she perceived her labours were for others, 
and not for herself; and it was now become 
impossible for her any way to find any more 
food, while the famine pierced now her veiy 
bowels and marrow; when also her passion was 
fired to a degree beyond the famine itself ; nor 
did she consult with anything but her passion. 
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and the necessity she was in. She then at- 
tempted a most unnatural thing ; and snatching 
up her son, who was a child sucking at her 
breast, she said, " Oh thou miserable infant ! 
for whom shall I preserve thee in this war, this 
famine, and this sedition ? As to the war with 
the Romans, if they preserve our lives we must 
be slaves. This famine, also, will destroy us 
even before that slavery comes upon ua Yet 
are the seditious rogues more terrible than both 
the other. Come on ; be thou my food, and be 
thou a fury to these seditious varlets, and a bye 
word to the world, which is all that is now 
wanting to complete the calamities of us Jews." 
As soon as she had said this, she slew her son, 
and then washed him, and ate the one half of 
him, and kept the other half by her concealed. 
Upon this, the conspirators came in presently, 
and smelling the horrid scent of this food, they 
threatened her that they would cut her throat 
immediately if she did not show them what food 
she had gotten ready. She said " she had saved 
a very fine portion of it for them ;" and withal 
uncovered what was left of her son. Thereupon 
they were seized with horror and amazement 
of mind, and stood astonished at the sight, when 
she said to them, "this is my own son, and what 
hath been done was mine own doing. Come, 
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eat of this food, for I have eaten of it mysdf 
Do not you pretend to be either more tender 
than a woman, or more compassionate than a 
mother ; bnt if yon be so scrupulous, and do 
abominate this my sacrifice, as I have eaten the 
one half, let the rest be reserved for me also." 
This sad instance was quickly told the Romans, 
some of whom could not believe it; and others 
pitied the distress of the poor Jews. Such has 
been God's dealings with my afflicted nation. 

We will now lead our reader to their present 
condition. It was foretold by Moses, and after 
his time the prediction was reiterated by the 
prophets, that the Jews would be scattered 
among all nations ; and the accomplishment of 
those predictions is written over and over the 
dark pages of their wonderftd history. In eveiy 
quarter of the globe, and in every civilized na- 
tion, the sons of Israel have sojourned ; and we 
know not of any country where they are not 
to be found There have been occasions when 
plundered and expelled from one country they 
took refuge in another ; as when, for instance, 
in the end of the 13th century, England, — ^in 
the 14th century, France, — and at the dose of 
the 15th century, Spain, — caused them to pass 
beyond their respective borders. But looking 
at the line of their wandering for 1800 years, 
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we are satisfied it ootdd not be affirmed at any 
one point of their history, that they were not 
then scattered among all nationa 

They always have been, and even now are 
" few in number" among the heathen, according 
to the words of prophecy, as may be seen by the 
following passages of holy writ. Leviticus, 
chap. 26, ver. 22, — "I wiU also send wild beasts 
among you, which shall rob you of your children, 
and destroy yoin* cattle, and make you few in 
TiAimber!* Dent., chap. 4?, ver. 27, — " and the 
Lord shall scatter you among the nations, and 
ye shall he left few in number among the hea- 
then, whither the Lord shall lead you." Deut., 
chap. 28, ver. 62, — "and ye shall be left few in 
number, whereas ye were as the stars of heaven 
for multitude ; because thou wouldst not obey 
the voice of the Lord thy God" By far the 
greatest concentration of Jews exists in the Rus- 
sian dominions. Their numbers in that country 
have been varioTisly estimated, but it is generally 
supposed that in Russia, not including Poland, 
there are about 2 millions. In the province 
of Cracow, about 30,000. In the Netherlands, 
about 51,227. In the Prussian Rhine provinces, 
i.e. Dusseldorff, 6000 ; Coblentz, 6720 ; Treves, 
3620; Aix-lar-Chapel, 1950; Cologne, 4060. In 
the Holy Land, about 40,000, including Jeru- 
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salem, where there are about 5000. In the em- 
pire of Moroooo, about 300,000. In the B^fency 
of Tunis, about 150,000. At Tunis there are 
residing about 40,000 ; others residing at Bi- 
zerta, Ariana, Nabel, Munaster, Susa, S£bi.x, 
Gerba, Gabis, and Media. In Alexandria there 
are about 1000 Jewa In Cairo, about 4000. 
In Bagdad about 5000. Some few years ago, in 
this last city their number was about 20,000 ; 
but in consequence of plague, civil war, and the 
awfiil inimdation of the Euphrates, they have 
been reduced to this number. In France about 
115000 ; in Britain about 30,000, whereof two 
thirds reside in London. In the whole, I think 
we may say that in the world there are about 
seven million Jew& 

In looking abroad over the Judaism of the 
world, besides several small sects, we observe 
that they are divided into three classes, viz., — 
the Caraits, the Babbinical, and the Beformed 
Jews. The Caraits deny the authority of tra- 
dition altogether ; the Babbinical place tradition 
on an equality with the word of God; and the 
Beformed Jews apply to tradition unceremoni- 
ously the pruning knife of rationalism, cutting 
away the absardities with which it abounda 

We will offer a few remarks on the state and 
character of the smallest division — the Caraits. 
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Their places of residence are said to be in the 
Crimea^ Lithuania, Persia, Damascus, Constan- 
tinople, and Cairo. In the history of the Caraits 
there is something peculiar with reference to 
the judgments of God 

History informs us that "during the reign of 
the Empress Catharine a communication was 
made to the Russian government, in which the 
Caraits declared that their ancestors had taken 
no part in the crucifixion of Christ f and ao- 
cording to the testimony of Dr Clarke, they 
uniformly gave out that their forefathers step- 
ped aside fix)m the main body of the Jews in 
the very earliest period of their history. This 
is corroborated by the Rev. Dr Wolff. On his 
discovery of the original stock of the Caraits, 
they told him "that their ancestors had indeed 
shared in the Babylonish captivity, but that, 
alarmed at the influx of new doctrines amongst 
their brethren, they gave themselves up to a 
closer and more constant perusal of Holy Scrip- 
ture alone : that they did not return to Jerusar- 
lem along with the rest of the Jews when the 
term of their bondage had expired, but remained 
ever since that time on the spot where he had 
found them." " By the rivers of Babylon they 
sat down and wept when they remembered 
Zion." From the writings of some great tra- 
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vellers, we learn that the settlements of the 
Caraits, few in number, and inconsiderable in 
extent, appear to have been preserved in a state 
of separation ifrom the rest of the Jews, that 
the world might behold a specimen of what the 
Israelite was in the palmy days of his nation, 
and of what he may be again when he shall 
have emerged from the corrupting and debasing 
influence of superstition. 

We wiU now pass on to notice the state of the 
Rabbinical Jews. Since the time of the Baby- 
lonian captivity, Rabbinism has been the general 
religion of the Jews, with the exception of these 
Caraits. The Rabbinical Jews reverence the 
tradition of their fathers, and make it equal 
with the word of God. The rule they laid 
down is, D*DB^ Nm03 nm «mD "the 
fear of the Rabbi as the fear of heaven." 

TMs principle ia binding upon the conscience 
of every Rabbinical Jew. The effect of this is 
powerftd beyond measure ; quite equal to the 
priestcraft of the Popish community, which lat- 
ter I have no doubt was copied from Jewish 
tradition. The admonition given by our Lord, 
Matt., chap. 23, ver. 4, &c., is equally appli- 
cable to the Jews of the present day. Moses 
commanded that certain festivals should be ob- 
served during the year. He commanded that 
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the first day of the seventh month shall be a 
"Sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, 
an holy convocation" 

The Babbies say that there shall be two days 
to observe this festival, i.e., the first and second. 
So with the feast of Passover, Weeks, and Ta- 
bernacles. The reason they assign for this is, 
peradventure they have mistaken their calcula- 
tion respecting the day. The Pharisaical Jews, 
as in the days of our Lord, still wear their 
Phylacteries broad, and fest very often. Many 
things which are contrary to reason and common 
sense, are laid down in their laws. Six hundred 
and thirteen precepts are introduced into their 
tradition, all of which are binding on the con- 
i3cience of the Jew. According to the Babbinical 
institution, a chapter of the law of Moses is to 
be read daily, together with a portion from the 
Mischna and Talmud. A small portion may 
here suflBlce: — '* Which are the plaries of sacri- 
ficing ? the holy of holies ; their sacrifice was 
toward the north : the bullock and the goat on 
the day of atonement, their sacrifice was in the 
north, and the reception of their blood in the 
vessel of service in the north. . . . Babbi Ishmael 
says the rule of the law is discovered by thirteen 
different ways of reasoning or argumentation* 

* Oontams a system properly called Talmudic Logic. 
C 
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1. — Light and heavy* 

2. — Equality, or agreemeat of worda 

3. — ^The principle constitutioiLf 

4. — ^Universal and particular, general and 



6. — ^Particolar and universaL 

6. — ^Universal and particular, and then uni- 
versal again, where the determination is made 
by the particular. 

These, with seven more rules, are read daily, 
either at home in private, or publicly in the 
S3magogue, in ccmnection with the preceding 
portions taken from the Mischna. IDIpD 
yrwa Morning Service, Jewish Prayer Book, 

Again, — " With what sort of wick and oil are 
the candles of the Sabbath to be lighted ? and 
with what are they not to be lighted ? They are 
not to be lighted with the woolly substance that 
grows upon cedars, &a Naham Hamody saith 
it may be lighted with boiled suet, but the wise 
men say. Be it boiled or not boiled, it may 
not be lighted with it, &c. ^p^SlO nOn 
Jewish Friday Evening Service, 

All these form part of the devotional service 
of the Eabbinical Jews ; but not so with the 

* {A rgumentum ab impart, ) If a lesser thing produces such 
effect, how much greater will a greater thing produce ? 
t ConsUtuUo principiu 
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Reformed Jews. We have merely selected 
these to show what is used by the Talmudi- 
cal Jews, and what omitted by the Reformed 
Jewa There are many more portions taken 
from the Mischna and Talmiid used by the one 
and omitted by the other. We might speak of 
the mixture of spices, &a, but we will not trouble 
the reader with any further quotationa It is 
not my intention to offer any remarks upon 
these passages, my only object in noticing them 
is simply for the reader to form an idea between 
the worship of the Rabbinical and that of the 
Reformed Jew. 

I am truly thankful to say that Rabbinism 
is now assailed in its strongholds by the en- 
lightened Jews; and it is proceeded against 
with direct hostility by the Russian authorities, 
while Germany regards it with no fieivom^ble 
eye. There can be no doubt but that it was 
Moses Mendelsohn who gave the first impulse 
to the Jewish mind in modem days. When I 
visited Holland many years ago, Mendelsohn's 
writings were to be found in many enlightene 1 
Jewish houses, and they evidently produced an 
extraordinary effect on the mind ; particularly 
in Hamburgh, where the Jews have had a re- 
formed synagogue for many yeara A great 
change has taken place in Frankfort, where 
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there is now a large and influential body of 
Beformed Jewa At the same time, we must 
observe that there is no such thing as uni- 
formity of doctrine, or ecclesiastical discipline, 
amongst these Beformed Jewa They are oom- 
monly called reformed, new-fSeishioned, or en- 
lightened, in contradistinction to the Babbinical 
or old-fashioned Jewa They have thrown off 
the yoke of the Talmud, and have formed alto- 
^ther a new liturgical service. This body is 
on the increase both in England and on the 
oontinent. Inter-marriages between the two 
parties — Beformed and Babbinical — ^are not 
allowed. Should such a marriage take place in 
this country, it must be under the Begistrar- 
general's certificate. That the Jews generally 
will be brought to the reformed mode of wor- 
ship, I have not the slightest doubt ; of this we 
shall have something more to say when we come 
to consider the restoration of Israel to their own 
land. 

The Jews of the present day are in a pecu- 
liar position ; they are far more religious than 
they have been for many years, — their children 
are thoroughly educated in the Hebrew lan- 
guage. Formerly they were taught to offer up 
their prayers in the Hebrew tongue, but did 
not understand one word of wlmt tjiey said ; 



yGoogk 



PBBSENT CONDITION OF THE JEWS. 45 

now they are taught to understand what they 
read and what they pray. This is a pleasing 
fiuA The bible, i,e. the whole of the Old Tes- 
tament, is in their hands, — they have Moses 
and the prophets ; Qod grant that they may be 
brought to know " Him of whom Moses in the 
law and the prophets did write." That they are 
strangers to the plan, i,e. God's plan, of salvationy 
is evident from what they themselves say in 
many parts of their liturgical service* I will 
only give one statement of theirs, as used in all 
the synagogues on their great day of atonement. 
*' We have no burnt offerings, nor trespass offer- 
ings ; no temple .... no Jerusalem .... no 

altar .... no Zion, no peace-offering. 

For because of our iniquities, and the iniquities 
of our fitthers, have we wanted these thiogs. 
And fix>m the time we have been deprived of 
these things, troubles have come hastily upon 
us : grief hath overwhelmed ua We SOUGHT 

FOR SALVATION, BUT THERE WAS NONE: FOR 

PEACE, AND, Lo! Y^SATION*'— Service of the 
Jewish Day of Atonement, 

This is truly an awful and solemn confession, 
**We sought for ealmtion, bvt there was nons r 
Oh, that my nation could be brought to seek for 
salvation in God's way — the only way — ^viz., 
through "the blood of the everlasting covenant,'' 
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which has been shed for us, oTi the seat, and 
round the seat of mercy. "There is none other 
name under heaven given among men whereby 
we must be saved" So said St. Peter to his 
Jewish brethren when filled with the Holy 
Ghost. — ^Acts, chap. 4, ver. 8 to 13. 

It cannot be either npHV nSflD nilBTI 
penance, prayer, charity, that can obtain sal- 
vation for us ; and so long as my dear nation 
depend upon either of these for peace and hap- 
piness in eternity, so long must they say, — "We 
have sought for salvation, but there was none." 

If only this people could be brought to know 
and feel this, they would then gladly embrace 
that salvation which their fathers so long re* 
jecteA Then would they find Him whom their 
" souls would love." Jesus would then become 
precious to them, as he is to all who believe. 
Then would they say, as one of tiieir early Rab- 
bles said, " For me to live is Christ, and to die 
is gain," — ^PhiL, chap. 1, ver. 21. " My heart's 
desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they 
might be saved ;" weU knowing that if they 
will only " confess with their mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shall believe in their heart that God 
hath raised Him firom the dead," the blessed 
proclamation is, " thou shalt be saved ;" for the 
scripture saith, "Behold I lay in Zion for a 
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foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious cor* 
ner-stone, a sure foundation ; he that believeth 
shall not make haste/' — Isaiah, chap. 28, ver. 16. 
^' And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and 
iheir queens thy nursing mothers : they shall 

bow down to thee And thou shalt 

know that I am the Lord : FOB they shall 

NOT BE ASHAMED THAT WAIT FOB ME," — Isaiah, 

chap. 49, ver. 23. " For there is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek : for the same 
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved," — Kom., chap. 10, ver. 9-13. 
These are the mercies oflfered both to the Jew 
and Gentile ; may the spirit of our God bring 
ihem home with power to all their hearts. 

We shall now direct our reader to the future 
condition of the Jewish people. I feel that I 
fna now to enter upon delicate ground Many 
there are who believe that the Jews, as a nation, 
are to be converted, and so brought to embrace 
the religion of Jesus through the instrumenta- 
lity of missionary exertions: — I do not think 
so! I do however believe that the missionary 
exertions which are now made by the societies, 
both the London and Scotch, for promoting 
Ghristianity amongst the Jews, are not only 
laudable and invaluable, but also in perfect 
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accordaoice with God's holy word Through 
their instrumentality many of the sons and 
daughters of Abraham have been brought 
back into the fold of Christ Through the 
preached word of Gtod, many Jewish Bab- 
bies have been brought &om the darkness of 
Judaism, and are now preachers of that word 
to the Gentiles : the writer of this, by the grace 
of Gk)d, is one of them. So fer, and so fiar only 
as iThdividuud conversion is concerned, we may 
expect great blessings to rest upon their labours^ 
both amongst Jews and Gentiles. Through 
their instrumentality the remnant, according to 
the election of grace, are to be gathered into the 
church of the firstborn. But as to the conver- 
sion of the Jews as a nation, this will never be 
accomplished through the work of man, but by 
an especial effusion of God's holy spirit, even the 
spirit of grace and supplication. As it is written, 
" I will pour out upon the house of David, and 
upon tixe inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of 
grace and supplication ; and they shall look upon 
him whom they have pierced ; and they shall 
mourn for him, a3 one moumeth for his only 
son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one 
that is in bitterness for his first bom." And 
*' in that day shall be a fountain opened to the 
house of David, and to the inhabitants of Jem* 
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ealem, for sin and imcleannesa'' This naturally 
will lead us to the prophetic book. Let us now, 
dear reader, lift up our hearts xmto God, that 
He may give us His holy spirit, that we may 
" read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest,'' all 
contained in this precious treasura Let us 
enter upon our inquiry from this book, with- 
out the aid of any commentaiy, throwiog aside 
all pre-conceived and early prejudices, and 
simply inquire, " How is it written, and what 
saith the Lord V First, then, when we read of 
Israel and Judah, we understand that they 
mean the Jewe I Secondly, when we read of 
Jerusalem, we mean that ancient city which 
now is, and which wiU be " trodden down of 
the Qentiles, until the times of the Qentiles 
be fulfilled." Luke, chap. 21, ver. 24 ; also Rev., 
chap. 11, ver. 1, 2. We must take aU these 
prophecies to be literal, and not figurative or 
sjonbolical, which speak of the Jewish nation 
and their ancient city To this way of inter- 
preting prophecy, many objections have been 
raised. We will now endeavour to show the 
inconsistency, and also impropriety of such ob- 
jectiona Supposing we were together in the 
house of God, say on Christmas-day, to com- 
memorate the Nativity of our glorified Re- 
deemer, let us imagine an unconverted Israelite 
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to be ooe amongst the oongr^atioiL We will 
suppose that the preacher selects the following 
words of scripture for his text, — " For unto us 
a child is bom, unto us a Son is given, and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder; his 
name shall be called, Wonderful, Counsellor, 
The God, Mighty Man, '^^y^ S« The Ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peaoa'' 

Well, we have heard a most encouraging ser- 
mon. Our hearts burned within us when the 
preacher spoke of the love of Grod in the gift of 
his dear Son. We were ready %to say, in the 
language of holy David, '^ What is man, that 
thou art mindM of him, and the Son of man, 
that thou visitest him." Our services now con- 
dude with jdnging the foUowing hymn :*— 

** While sheplierdti Tnttdi'd their flocks hy night, all seated 

on the ground, 
The angel of the Lord came down, and glory shone around. 
Fear not, said he, (for mighty dread had seized their troubled 

mind,) 
Glad tidings of great joy I bring to yon and all mankind. 

To you in David's town, this day is bom of David's line, 

Hie Saviour, who is Christ tiie Lord ;— and this shall be the 
sign: 

The heavenly Babe you there shall find to human view dis- 
played, 

All meanly wrapt in swathing-bands, and in a manger 
laid." 

The Israelite who is with us is struck with 
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awe : his heart throbs within him : he thinks 
deeply on all he has seen and heard : he follows 
the preacher into the vestry ; he goes up to him 
to thank him for his solemn discourse, and with 
great agitation he says to him, *' I have listened 
to your discourse with deep interest ; and in 
consequence of your having selected your text 
from our scriptures, I am anxious to have your 
opinion upon the following text from Jeremiah, 
chap. 28, ver. 5, 6, — 'Behold the days come, 
saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a 
righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and 
prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice 
in the earth. In his days Judah shall be saved, 
aiid Israel shall dwell safely : and this is the name 
whereby he shall be called, Jehovah our Right- 
eousness.' Now we Jews well know that the 
Messiah of whom the prophet here speaks, has 
not yet been, how then can you say that this 
child who was bom, according to the writings 
of Isaiah, was the Messiah ?" " Oh," says the 
preacher, with a solemn shake of the head, *' my 
friend, you mistake the word of Ckd ; you take 
that literally which ought only to be taken 
figuratively, and this has been your spiritual 
ruin." " Well," says the Jew, " you have taken 
Isaiah, chap. 9, ver. 6, literally I I won't believe 
a word of it now, since you wiU not take Jere* 
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miah, chap. 23, v. 6, 6, literally. Why should you 
Qentiles take that literally which suits your in- 
terpretation of scripture to prove that the Mes^ 
siah has been, and not allow us Jews to take 
this literally^ also, which tells that the Messiah 
is yet to come T Is there not truth in what the 
Jew advances here by the way of objection? 
Whilst we have, blessed be God, all scripture to 
prove that Christ the Messiah has come, we 
^lust not forget that the Jews have much to 
say in their favour that the Messiah has not 
oome ; and all this is owing to the iQConsistent 
manner of interpreting God's holy word. If we 
interpret the first advent of our blessed Lord 
literally, let us also interpret his second ad- 
vent in like manner. We can then very readily 
say to our Israelitish brethren, come with us to 
Bethlehem, and see there the child Jesus, bom 
of a Jewish mother. Gk) with us to Mount Cal- 
vary, and see him dying on the cross; andfirom 
thence to the grave, and behold a risen Saviour. 
We will then look forward with you to the 
coming Messiah, " Jesus of Nazareth, King of 
the Jews." This would much encourage them, 
and we would say to them, "We Christians also 
look forward with much joy that you shall be 
restored to the land of your fethers, and shall 
again become God's people after that 'the spirit 
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of grace and supplication' is poured upon you^ 
and * ye shall look upon Him whom ye have 
pierced' " This, I conceive, is the only legiti- 
mate way of interpreting the prophetic book : 
not only to take what suits our views literally 
respecting the first advent, because we know 
that those prophecies have been fulfilled in the 
person of Jesus, but to take other prophecies, 
unfulfilled, which speak of the second advent, 
literally also, and believe them ; because ''thus 
is it written, and thus saith the Loixi" In lead* 
ing many to the prophetic book, I fear they 
wiU find that they have not so much to learn 
as to v/nAesunou Misled by various commen- 
tators, who depart from the literal and plain 
meaning of the mind of God, they allegorize 
their words until a second revelation is made 
necessary to understand and fix the meaning of 
the first By this mode of interpreting scrip- 
ture, the prophetic book is made of no effect, 
and so half the bible becomes comparatively 
useless to the Christian chm^k But when the 
Christian reads the predictions of the restoration 
of the Jews to their own land : the outpour- 
ing of Qod's holy spirit upon that nation : the 
glorious appearing of Jesus the King, and be- 
Ueves in his heart that all these things will be 
liierally fulfilled, — as those which foretold the 
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birth, the death, the resurrection, and the glori? 
oos aaoension of the Lord Jesus Christ — ^he views 
this blessed book as a mew book. Those parts 
which appeared unintelligible before, now ap- 
pear dear and bright, and are easily understood 
under the divine teaching. 

We wiU nowpresent our readers with a very 
useful key, with only a few wards in it, which 
wiU enable them to understand this prophetic 
book. Alas, that the book should ever have 
been locked as it has been to the great body of 
Christ's holy chiuxsh " militant here in earth" ! 

1st. — All those prophecies which place the re- 
stored Jews under the dominion of David, are 
unfulfilled. See Isaiah, chap. 9, ver. 7, — "Of 
the increase of his government and peace there 
shall be no end, upon the throne of Dmrid, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish 
it with judgment and with justice from hence- 
forth, even for ever." Compare with Luke, diap. 
1, ver. 31, &a, — " And, behold, thou shalt con- 
ceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and 
shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, 
and shall be called the Son of the Highest : 
and the Lord Grod shall give unto him the throne 
of his father David : and he shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever ; and of his kingdom 
there shall be no end." Has this been fulfilled ? 



yGoogk 



UNFULFILLED PBOPHECIES. 55 

has Christ been acknowledged as king by the 
Jewish nation ? has he reigned npon the throne 
of David, (David's throne was in Jerusalem), and 
if so, when ? Jer., chap. 23, ver. 5, 6, — '* BAold 
the days come, saith the Lord,^that I wiU raise 
up mito David a righteous Branch, and a King 
shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judg- 
ment and justice in the eartL In his days 
JubAh shall be saved, and Israel shall 
DWELL SAFELY ; and this is his name whereby 
he shall be called, Jehovah our Eighteous- 
NESS." Is Judah saved? does Israel dwell safely ? 
If not, then this must be an unfiilfilled pro- 
phecy. 

27id, — ^All those prophecies which ascribe to 
the restored Jews power and authority over the 
Gentiles, are unfulfilled. Isaiah, chap. 14, ver. 
1,2, " For the Lord will have mercy on Jacob, 
and will yet choose Israel, and set them in their 
own land: andthe strangers shall be joined with 
them, and they shall cleave to the house of Ja- 
cob. And the people shall take them and bring 
them to their place : and the house of Israel 
shall possess them in the land of the Lord for 
servants and handmaids : and they shall take 
them captives, that had taken them captives ; 
and ihey shall rule their oppressors. Isai, chap. 
60, ver. 11, 12, and 14,— "Therefore thy gates 
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shall be open continually: they shall not be 
shut day nor night ; that men may bring ^mto 
ihee the foroes of the Gentiles, and that their 
kings may be brought. For the nation and 
kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish ; 
yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted .... 
The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall 
come bending unto thee ; and all they that de* 
spised thee shall bow themselves down at the 
soles of thy feet ; and they shall call thee, The 
city of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of 
IsiueL" Again, Zech., chap. 8, ver. 23, — " Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts ; In those days it shall 
come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out 
of dU Icmguages of the nations, even shall take 
hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, 
We will go with you : for we have heard that 
God is with you." Has all this been fiilfilled ? 
if so, when ? 

3rd — ^All those prophecies which describe 
Judah and Israel conjointly participating the 
blessings of restoration, are unfulfilled Ezek., 
dbap. 37, ver. 21, 22, and 24,— "Thus saith the 
Lord God, Behold, I will take the children of 
Israel from among the heathein, whither they 
be gone, and will gather them on every side, 
and bring them into their own land; And I 
will make them one nation in the land upon 
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the mouDtains of Israel ; and one king shall 
BE KING TO them ALL : and they shall be no 
more two nations, neither shall they be divided 

into two kingdoms any more at all. 

And David my servant shall be king over them ; 
and they all shall have one shepherd : they shall 
also walk in my judgments, and observe my 
statutes, and do them." Zech., chap. 8, ver. 13, — 
" And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a 
curse among the heathen, O house of Judah 
AND HOUSE of ISRAEL, SO will I save you, and 
ye shall be a blessLog." Jer., chap. 30, ver. 3, " For 
lo, the dajrs come, saith the Lord, that I will 
bring again the captivity of my people Israel 
AND Judah, saith the Lord : and I wiU cause 
them to return to the land that I gave to their 
fathers, and they shall possess rr." Jer., 
chap. 83, ver. 7, — " And I wiU cause the capti- 
vity of Judah, and the captivity of Israel to 
return, and I wiU build them as at the first.'' 
When were all these promises fulfilled ? 

Having now given the key to enable us to 
unlock the prophetic book, we wiU proceed to 
notice, that the Jews, as a nation, are to be re- 
stored to the land of their fathers. Jer., chap. 
23, ver. 7, 8, — " Behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord, that they shall no more say. The Lord 
liveth, which brought up the children of Israel 
D 
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out of the land of Egypt ; but, The Lord liveth, 
which brought up and which led the seed of the 
house of Israel out of the north country, and 
from all countries whither I had driyen them ; 
and they shall dwell in their own land ;" chap. 
30, ver. 8, — " For, lo, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that I will bring again the captivity of 
my people Israel and Judah, saith the Lord : 
and I will cause them to return to the land that 
I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess 
it ;" chap. 37, ver. 37, 38,—" Behold, I vrill ga- 
ther them out of all countries, whither I have 
driven them in mine anger, and in my fiiry, 
and in great wrath ; and I will bring them 
again imto this place, and I wiU cause them to 
dwell safely : and they shall be my people, and 
I will be their God" Ezek, chap. 36, ver. 24, 
— " For I wiU take you 6rom among the heathen, 
and gather you out of all countries, and will 
bring you into your own land ;" chap. 11, ver. 14, 
17, — " Again, the word of the Lord came imto 
me, saying. Son of man, thy brethren, even thy 
brethren, the men of thy kindred, and all the 
house of Israel wholly, are they imto whom the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, Get you far 
from the Lord : unto U8 is this land given in 
possession. Therefore say. Thus saith the Lord 
God, although I have cast them tax off among the 
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heathen, and although I have scattered them 
among the countries, yet will I be to them as 
a little sanctuary in the countries where they 
shall oome. Therefore say, thus saith the Lord 
God, I will even gather you from the people, 
and assemble you out of the coimtries where ye 
have been scattered, and / will give you the 
land of Israel" Zech., chap. 8, ver. 3-8, — 
" Thus saith the Lord, I am returned unto Zion, 
and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem ; and 
Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth ; and 
the moimtain of the Lord of hosts the holy 
moimtain. Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; There 
shall yet old men and old women dwell in the 
streets of Jerusalem, and every man with his 
staflF in his hand for very age. And the streets 
of the city shall be full of boys and girls play- 
ing in the streets thereof Thus saith the Lord 
of hosts ; If it he marvellous in the eyes of the 
rem/nant of this people in these days, should it 
also be marvellous in mine eyes? saith the Lord 
of hosta Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Behold, 
I will save my people from the east country, 
and from the west country ; and I will bring 
them, and they shaU dwell in the midst of Je- 
rusaleTa : and they shall be my people, and I 
will be their God, in truth and in righteousness." 
It is worthy of remark here, that this eighth 
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chapter of Zechariali speaks altogether of the 
future prospects of the Jewish nation ; and not 
less than thirteen times is it stated, — " Thus 
aaith the Lord /" This in itself ought to be a 
sufficient answer for every opponent to a literal 
interpretation of prophecy, being so emphati- 
cally expressed, " Thus aaith the Lord of hosts." 

"The gifts and calling of God are without 
repentance." What he hath said he will surely 
fulfil '' God is not a man, that he should lie ; 
neither the son of man, that he should repent ; 
hath he said, and shall he not do it ? or hath 
he spoken, and shall lie not make it good T 

Omr next inquiry on this subject wiU be, — 
How are the Jews to be restored ? in a con^ 
verted or unconverted condition? Our reply 
is, in an unconverted 8ta;te. This is perfectly 
dear from the various portions of scripture we 
have already quoted. In each and all of the 
promises which relate to the restoration of 
the Jews, we fijid that their conversion is to 
take place after they are brought back to their 
own land, — " And I wiU give them one heart, 
and I will put a new spirit within you ; and 
I will take the stoney heart out of their flesh, 
and will give them an heart of flesh ; that 
they may walk in my statutes, and keep my 
ordinances, and do them ; and they shall be 
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my people, and I will be their Gk)d" Again, — 
" I will bring you unto your own land Then 
wiU I sprinkle dean water upon you, and ye 

shall be dean. A new heart also will 

I give you, and a new spirit will I put within 
yoa .... And ye shall dwell in the land that 
I gave to your fathers ; and ye shall be my 
people, and I wiU be your God" There is, how- 
ever, one chapter in particular which speaks of 
their restoration, and which requires to be ex- 
plained, viz. Deut., chap. 30, v. 6, — "And it shall 
come to pass, when aU these things shall come 
upon thee, the blessing and the curse, which I 
have set before thee, and thou shalt call them 
to mind among all the nations, whither the 
Lord thy God hath driven thee, and shalt return 
unto the Lord thy God, and shalt obey his voice 
according to all that I command thee this day, 
thou and thy children, with aU thine heart, and 
with all thy soul ; that then the Lord thy God 
will turn thy captivity, and have compassion 
upon thee, and will return and gather thee from 
all the nations, whither the Lord thy God hath 

scattered thee And the Lord thy God 

will bring thee into the land which thy fathers 
possessed, and thou shalt possess it; and he 
will do thee good, and multiply thee above thy 
fethers." At the first reading of these scrip- 
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toires it would appear that the Jews were to be 
converted before their restoration. The inspired 
writer, in the chapter before us, exhorts the 
people of Israel to keep the commandments of 
God " according to all I command thee this 
day!' This was the Mosaic law. Whilst they 
thus kept the law of Moses, God was with them. 
On the return from the Babylonian captivity, 
they left the law of Moses, and turned to Rab- 
binism ; and so they have remained, as we have 
ah-eady shown, unto this day. They are, how- 
ever, to return again to the law of Moses, — ^they 
are to get rid of Rabbinism. This has com- 
menced to a certain extent, as we have also 
noticed, amongst the Reformed Jewa Now, in 
the verses we have quoted, nothing is said about 
conversion prior to their restoration ; they are 
only exhorted to " obey his voice according to 
aU I command thee this day.*' But on their 
being brought back to the religion which Moses 
commanded, '*then!' saith the inspired penman, 
" then the Lotd thy God will turn thy captivity. 

and wiU return and gather thee from 

ALL the nations, whither the Lord thy God hath 
scattered thee. Now read ver. 6, — " And the 
Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart, and 
the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God 
with aU thine heart, and with all thy soul, that 
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thou mayest live/' This promise of conversion, 
viz,, "drcfumcision of the heart," is after their 
restoration. Hius I think I have stated suffi- 
cient to satisfy the mind of the read^, that the 
conversion of the Jews will be subsequent to 
their restoration. What, th^ is to follow*their 
restoration and their conversion? After the 
Jews have been brought back to possess the 
WHOLE OF THE LAND promised to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, they will for a time enjoy the 
privileges of the Mosaic religion. I have stated, 
" the whole of the land;" this will be in accord- 
ance to the promise made by Jehovah to Abram 
in Genesis, chap. 15, ver. 18, — " In the same 
day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, 
saying. Unto thy seed have I given this land, 
from the river of Egypt unto the great river, 
the river Euphrates" (Nile.) 

This promise was renewed, and the bound- 
aries of their inheritance were farther pointed 
out in Exodus, chap. 23, ver. 81, — " And I will 
set thy boxmds from the Bed sea even unto the 
sea of the Philistines, (Mediterranean), and from 
the desert unto the river." (Euphrates.) 

By conjoining these promises of their territory 
with Deut, chap. 11, ver. 24, the boimdaries of 
the promised land are clearly defined, — "Every 
place whereon the soles of your feet shall tread, 
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sh43U he yours : firom the wilderness and Le- 
banon, from the river, the river Euphrates, {i.e. 
the Nile,) even unto the uttermost sea, (i.e, the 
Mediterranean,) shall your coast be." Here, I 
say, the boundaries of the land are clearly de- 
fined. Have the Jews ever possessed all these 
as in right of promise ? if so, when ? Our ob- 
jectors to the restoration of the Jews wiU see 
by this that we do not confine their place of 
residence to Jerusalem, but to the land of jyro- 
mise, made by covenant to '* Abraham and to 
his seed." 

The temple spoken of by Ezekiel is now to 
be built, — Ezek, chap. 40, &c. They will now 
a^in have their temple worship, still in an un- 
converted state, not yet having received the 
new heart and the new spirit ; and in the midst 
of their temple service, the Messiah, the De- 
liverer of Israel, shall make his appearanca 
Ezek., chap. 43, ver. 7, — "And he said unto 
me, Son of man, the place of my throne, 
and the place of the soles of my feet, where 
I wiU dweU in the midst of the children of Is- 
rael for ever, and my holy name, shall the house 
of Israel NO more defile, neither they, nor their 
kings." The Jews being on the look-out for 
their long promised Messiah, wiU at once re- 
cognise Jesua " The Spirit of grace and sup- 
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plication" now being poured out npon them, (" a 
nation bom at once," Isai., chap. 66, ver. 8,) they 
shall look upon Him whom they and their fore- 
fathers pierced, and they shall mourn. Then the 
cry will be made throughout the land. The King ! 
The King ! " Blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord." Then, Zech., chap. 14, ver. 
16-21, " It shall come to pass, that every one 
that is left of all the nations which came against 
Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year 
to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to 
keep the feast of tabemacle& And it shall be, 
that whoso will not come up of all the families 
of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship THE 
King, the Lord of hosts, even upon them shall 

be no rain. In that day shall there 

be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS 

UNTO THE LORD Yea, every pot in 

Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto 
the Lord of host&" It is very remarkable that 
the feast of tabernacles only is mentioned here. 
In Deut., chap. 16, ver 16, the command is, 
** Three times in a year shall all thy males ap- 
pear before the Lord thy God in the place which 
he shall choose ; in the feast of unleavened bread, 
and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of 
tabemadea" Why the feast of tabernacles only 
is here named, has been a question among many 
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of the students of prophecy. For my own part, 
I do not see the least difficulty in understanding 
this point. The feast of unleavened bread, the 
Jews say, was IJ^mi^n ^OT " The time of 
our redemption" The feast of weeks, they say, 
1J*nmn inD IDT "The time of our dona- 
tion of our law." These feasts being all typical, 
they have received their accomplishment ; but 
on the feast of tabernacles it is said by them, 
1 VnnOty IDT " The time of our rejoicing'' 
They are, therefore, commanded to go and keep 
the feast of tabernacles, because that feast is a 
time of rejoicing. This appears to my mind to 
be perfectly dear. As is said by the prophet 
Zech., chap. 10, ver. 6, 7, — "And I will strengthen 
tlie house of Judah, and I will save the house 
of Joseph, and I will bring them again to place 

them Yea, their children shall see 

it, and be glad ; their heart shall rejoice in the 
Lord." It will be a time of rejoicing to the 
whole church. 

The restoration of the Jews, and their con- 
version to Christianity, will thus be followed 
by the establishment of Christ's kingdom ha:^ 
on earth. The Jehovah our Righteousness 
will then execute judgment and justice uipoa 
the earth, and in His day Judah shall be saved, 
and Israel shall dwell safely. The prophet Joel 
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expressly tells us in chap. 2, ver. 20, that the 
northern army must be destroyed : that Israel 
must be blessed and happy in their Grod ; and 
that afterwards God will pour out his spirit 
upon all flesh. By the northern army is meant 
the Grog and Magog spoken of by the prophet 
Ezekiel, chapter 38, which is to be destroyed. 
Ma^og includes the countries about tiie rivers 
Don and Wolga ; Mesheck, the Muscovites in 
the north of Eussia; Tubal comprehends the 
south of Bussia and Prussia ; Oomer includes 
Turkey, Germany, France, Spain, and the Bri- 
tish Isles ; Elan is Persia ; Dedan, the east part 
of Arabia ; Seba the west, and Sheha the south 
part ; Mizraim is Egypt ; Lybia is a part of 
A&ica, west of Egypt ; Phut includes Tripoli 
and Barbary ; and Ethiopia comprehends Dan- 
gola and Abyssinia. So that, in short, these 
names include aZl nations surrounding Judea. 
We are not to expect any large outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit upon the Gentiles, until after 
Israel's great deliverance. The word of God 
does not authorise us to expect such a thing. 
The oracles of the blessed (jod appear to make 
the restoration and the conversion of the Jews 
to depend on the coming of the Lord Jesus in 
great glory, together with his glorified saints, 
" the church of the firstbonx" This naturally 



yGoogk 



68 FUTURB CONDITION OF THE JEWS. 

brings US to consider the nature of that king- 
dom which is to be established on this earth. 

This subject we shall find, upon inquiry, is 
immediately connected with the future pro- 
spects of the Jewish nation, their real happiness 
depending on the coming and kingdom of the 
Messiah. May the Lord enable me to give a 
&ithful account of his own word ! 

Although in the scriptures no time is assign- 
ed at which our blessed Lord shall return to 
this earth, and although of that day or hour 
knoweth no man, yet the blessed word of God 
has furnished us with certain truths to assure 
us that he will come and establish His throne 
in Jerusalem, upon the throne of David. He is 
now sitting upon the throne of his Father in 
heaven ; not upon his own throne, as is evident 
from what he himself hath promised to the be- 
liever. Rev., chap. 3, ver. 21, — " To him that 
overcometh wiU I grant to sit with me in my 
throne, even as I also overcame and am set 
down with my Father in his throne!' Rev., 
chap. 5, ver. 10, — " And hast made us unto our 
God kings and priests : and we shall reign on 
the earth!' When the times of refreshing shall 
come from the presence of the Lord, he shall 
send unto his ancient people the Jews — ^not the 
Spirit, who is abeady with his church, and who 
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has been with her to be the comforter in his 
absence, but that He will send the Eedeemer, 
the Lord Jesus Christ 

Si Paul in his epistle to Titus speaks of the 
grace of God not merely teaching us to " live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in this present 
world," but also "to be looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ." St. James 
says in his epistle, chap. 5, ver 7, 8, — " Be pa- 
tient, therefore, brethren, UTvto the cormng of 
t/ie Lord, Behold, the husbandman waiteth for 
the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long 
patience for it, until he receive the early and 
latter raiiL Be ye also patient ; stablish your 
hearts ; for the coming of the Lord draweth 
nigh" The coming of the Lord, and his reign 
on earth, was the general expectation of the 
church in her first and purest ages ; and though 
this glorious truth lay buried under the ignor- 
ance and superstition of the dark ages, it again 
came forth at the glorious Reformation, when 
the blessed word of God was once more studied 
and preferred to the traditions of men ; and in 
our day, now that men are sick of tradition, this 
scripture doctrine is once more revived, and 
many of God's dear children are looking for the 
coming of the Lord. And if the prospect of 
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Christ's coming and kingdom cheered and sup- 
ported the Christians of old, should not the 
same prospect have much greater effect upon 
tL8, who live in the latter days, when now his 
coming is evidently nigh? Not many more 
years shall pass away, " when every eye shall 
see Him, and they which have pierced Him." 
Probably this generation may not have passed 
away before the Son of man shall come in the 
clouds of heaven, to exterminate his enemies, 
and receive his elect into his kingdom. 

it becomes us to pay attentive and holy re- 
gard to the aspect of the times in which we live. 
We must take heed, lest by a supineness of dis- 
position, and inattention to Gk)d's dealings with 
us, we incur the censure given to the Jewish 
people by our blessed Lord in Mati, chap. 1 6, 
ver. 3., — " can ye not discern the signs of the 
times r What, then, are the signs of the times 
at the present eventftd period? 

By means of sanctified reason, and by the aid 
of God's Holy Spirit, we may be able in some 
measure to discern the aspect of the present 
times. It is not my desire or intention to give 
scope to the imagination, by attemptiog to pry 
into the secrets of futurity, or to predict scenes 
either of happiness or misery ; but with a cabn 
and imbiassed mind, to inquire how far the pre- 



yGoogk 



FUTURE COin>ITION OP THE JEWS. 71 

sent signs of the times accord with the word of 
God 

One of the marks given by the prophet Daniel 
of the time of the end, is that according to that 
prophecy recorded in the 12th chap, of his book, 
" Many shall run to and fio, and knowledge 
shall be increased." Are not many ''running to 
and fro" on the earth, and "knowledge increas- 
ing V There is scarcely a single language which 
has not been pressed into the service of the 
blessed gospel ; there is scarcely a single coun- 
try where the missionary has not set his foot, 
and proclaimed the glad tidings of salvation ! 
Preparatory to the coming of the Lord, we find 
it recorded in the 14th chapter of Revelation, 
verse 6, that John "saw another angel flying in 
the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 
gospel to preach unto them that dwelt on the 
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people ;" and otu" blessed Lord in 
like manner declares, that "when the gospel 
shall have been preached as a witness to all na- 
tions, then shall the end come," — Matt, chap. 24?, 
ver. 16. Are not these signs daily receiving an 
evident fulfilment ? Within the last few years 
the word of God has been translated into up- 
wards of ONE HUNDRED languages, in which it 
was not even known before. More ihsji fifteen 
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milUona of the holy Scriptures have been put 
forth by the British and Foreign Bible Society 
alone, in the language of the United King- 
dom; besides m^{2^07^^ distributed at home and 
abroad by the Christian Knowledge Society ; 
and millions both by the Scottish and American 
Societies, within the last fifty years. Now, ob- 
serve, in Rev., chap. 14, ver. 6, we find that the 
angel who is spreading abroad the everlasting 
gospel, crieth out with a loud voice as he flies, 
"Feak God and give glory to Him, for 
THE HOUR OP his JUDGMENTS IS comk" Where- 
fore we may conclude, that if the gospel has 
been well-nigh preached as "witness to all na- 
tions," and that many are ''running to and 
fix)," and that "knowledge is increasing," the 
end of this dispensation cannot be far off. May 
God prepare us for this End ! 

Another important sign of the times ! It is 
stated in Psahn 102, ver. 13, 14, 15, " Thou 
shalt arise, and have mercy upon Zion : for the 
time to favour her, yea, the set time, is come. 
For thy servants take pleasure in her stones, 
and favour the dust thereof. So the heathen 
shall fear the name of the Lord, and all the kings 
of the earth thy glory. When the Lord shall 
build up Zion, He shall appear in glory!* 
*' The servants take pleasure in her stones, and 
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fiivour the dust thereof" Never waa there 
known such a deep interest taken for God's 
ancient people as in the present day ; surely it 
may be said that the Lord's people '' take plea- 
sure in her stones" 

The prejudices of the ChriBtian world against 
the Jews are evidently wearing away : a strong 
disposition to instruct them in spiritual things 
pervades aU the churches. Even the minds of 
infidels have been awed into expectations about 
them. Society after society has been establi- 
shed, each having the same obje^^t in view, viz,, 
the conversion of Ivael, and pursued by the 
same means amongst different denominations 
in the Christian churcL Missionaries are sta- 
tioned in various parts of the world, where 
numbers of Jews are residing : they are con- 
tinually encouraged by indications that God is 
honouring the preaching of His own blessed 
word, and impressing its sacred truths upon 
the hearts of many of my dear and beloved 
people. Returning life and seThsibility -peiYode 
the mighty mass of mankind. 

One universal move of sympathy and com- 
miseration for Israel's wrongs indicates that the 
spirit of our God has been poured from on high. 
In most places has the look of scornful contempt 
been exchanged for the smile and cordiality 
E 
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of Christiaii courtesy. The wel£Eu:« of Judah 
is now the theme of discussiozL in the cabinets, 
and cherished by the munificent zeal of the 
high potentates of Europe. Prussia, whose 
commercial interests are exclusively vested in 
the millions of her Jewish subjects, is fully aUve 
to their importance and their wants. Of the 
Jews it may well be said, in reference to Prussia, 
" kings shall be thy nursing fathers." Schools, 
missions, and settlements for converts, are pa- 
tronised and founded with princely liberahty. 

It is also stated that '' queens shall be thy 
nursing mothers." It is worthy of notice, that 
the late Duke of Kent, father of our own gra- 
cious Queen, (may God bless her), was the very 
person that laid the foundation stone of the 
Episcopal chapel built for the express purpose 
of preaching the gospel to the Jews, — the first 
Christian temple ever erected, either in this or 
any other country, for the same holy purpose. 
Our gracious Queen was the first monarch to 
grant the royal mandate for the consecration 
of a bishop under the title of the Bishop of 
England and Ireland in Jerusalem : so remark- 
ably has this prophecy been fulfilled. It will yet 
receive a greater fulfiJment in the latter day. 

Denmark glows with a kindness of flame, 
and Belgium exhibits her parental care for the 
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youth of this people. Another Jehoshaphat 
has issued forth the Toyel edict, that " they shall 
teach in Judah, and take the law of the Lord 
with them/' All (jermany, as well as aU Eng- 
land, is awakened to this mercy. Scotland 
is deeply interested in behalf of this people ; 
she has her faithful missionaries scattered far 
and wide, and arrests this people even over the 
steppes of Tartary. Ireland, too, is affediionately 
mindful of my nation, — Ireland does not forget 
the poor Jews. To her the curse of Israel's 
persecutors attaches not. Her green and fertile 
shores have never been visited by any large 
number of the " tribes of the wandering feet 
and weary breast ;" she needed not that the 
" Lazarus'' should be "laid at her gatea" She 
thinks deeply of the Jew, whom, " having not 
seen, she loves" for the Father's sake. Are these 
not signs of the times ? " Thy servants take 
pleasure in her stones." May we not reasonably 
expect that the Lord wiU speedily " build up 
Zion," and then shaU He appear in His glory ? 
Now for our scriptural arguments in favour of 
the doctrine of Christ's personal presence to 
reign supreme king on this earth. Jer., chap. 
23, ver. 6, 6, — Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that I wiU raise unto David a righteous 
Branch, and a King shaU reign and prosper, 
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and shall execute judgment and justice in the 
EARTH. In his days Judah shall be saved, and 
Israel shall dwell safely : and this is his name 
whereby he shall be called, THE Lord OUB 
Righteousness." Ezet, chap. 21, ver. 25-27, 
— "And thou, profisine wicked prince of Is- 
rael, whose day is come, when iniquity shall 
have an end, thus saith the Lord God; Re- 
move the diadem, and take off the crown, (the 
crown of Israel) This (Israel) shall not be the 
same : exalt him (the Gentile) that is low, and 
abase him (the Israelite) that is high. I will 
overturn, overturn, overturn, it : and it shall 
be no more, until He come, (king of the Jews) 

whose right it is ; AND I WILL GIVE IT Hm." 

Zeph., chap. 3, ver. 14-17, — Sing, daughter 
of Zion ; shout, O Israel ; be glad and rejoice 
with all the heart, daughter of Jerusalem. 
The Lord hath taken away thy judgments, he 
hath cast out thine enemy : the king of Israel, 
even the Lord, is in the wAdat of thee : thou 

shalt not see evil any more The Lord 

thy God in the midst of thee is mighty ; he 
will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy ; 
he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee 
with singing." This will be Israel's happy state 
and conditio^ after they are converted and 
settled in the land of their forefathers. Zech., 
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(jiap. 14, ver. 16, — "And it shall come to pass, 
that every one that is left of all the nations 
which came against Jerusalem, shall even go 
up from year to year to worship the king, the 
Lord of hosts" Isai, chap. 32, ver. 1, — "Be- 
hold, a kiTig shall reign in righteousness, and 
princes shall rule in judgment." Micah, chap. 
5, ver. 2, — "But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thousands of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto 
me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from the days of 
eternity*' D^IV *D'D IsaL, chap. 9, ver. 6, 
— ^" Unto us a child is bom, unto us a son is 
given : and the government shall he upon his 
shoulder" Luke, chap. 19, ver. 30, — "Blessed 
be the Kin^ that cometh in the name of the 
Lord." John, chap. 12, ver. 13, — "Blessed be 
the King of Israel, that cometh in the name 
of the Lord." We will now notice the person 
of Christ under the title of David. Jer., chap. 
30, ver. 9, — " They shall serve the Lord their 
(jod, and David their king, whom I will raise 
up unto them." Ezek, chap. 34, ver. 24, — " I 
the Lord will be their God, and my servant 
David a prince amongst them : I the Lord have 
spoken it/^ chap. 37, ver. 24, — "And David 
my servant shaU be king over them : and they 
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shall have one shepherd : they shall also walk 
in my judgments, and observe my statutea" 
Hosea, chap. 3, ver. 5, — " Afterward shall the 
children of Israel return, and seek the Lord 
their God, and David their kiTvg," 

'* For a star yet shall rise o*er the darkness of Judah, 
A branch yet shall flourish on Jesse's prond stem ; 

And Zion shall triumph o'er those that subdn'd her, 
Yea, triumph in giving a Saviour to them." 

Let US notice, now, what is said about His 
coming ! 1st Cor., chap. 1, ver. 7, — "So that 
ye come behind in no gift : waiting for the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." 1st Thea, 
<Jiap. 2, ver. 19, — " Are not even ye in the pre- 
sence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?" 
chap. 3, ver. 13, — "To the end he may stablish 
your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, 
even our Father, at the coming of our Lord 
. Jesus Christ with all his saints ;" chap. 4, ver. 
15, — " For this we say unto you by the word 
of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord, shall not prevent 
them which are asleep." 2 Thes., chap. 2, ver. 
1, — " Now we beseech you, brethren, by the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our 
gathering together unto him, that ye be not 
soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by 
spirit, nor byword, nor by letter as firom us, as 
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thoit the day of Christ is at hand;" ver. 8, — 
"then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the 
Lord shall consume with the spirit of his month, 
and shall destroy with the brightness of his 
coming" James, ehap. 6, ver. 7, — " Be patient, 
therefore, brethren, imto the cormng of the 
Lordf' ver. 8, — " Be ye also patient ; stablish 
your hearts : for the coming of the Lord draw- 
eth nigh/' 1 John, chap. 2, ver. 28,— "And 
now, little children, abide in Him ; that when 
He shall appear, we may have confidence, and 
not be ashamed before him at his coming!^ 

We will direct our reader now to Christ s 
kifigdom. Luke, chap. 1, ver. 32, 33, — "And 
the Lord Grod shall give imto.him the throne of 
his father David ; and he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever ; and of his kingdom 
there shall be no end!' 1 Thes., chap. 2, ver. 
12, — " That ye would walk worthy of God, who 
hath called- you unto His kingdom and glory." 
2 Tim., chap. 4, ver. 1, — ''I charge thee there- 
fore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
shall judge the quick and the dead ai his ap- 
pearing and his kingdom,!' 

From the portions of holy writ which have 
been here quoted, it may with propriety be 
stated, that the apostles of our blessed Lord 
kept the attention of their hearers and readers 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



80 TESTIMONY OF THE JEWISH RABBIES. 

always fixed upon the blessed hope of the 
chiirch, — the second advent of our Lord ; con- 
stantly pressing upon their minds the necessity 
of holiness, watchfulness, patience, and fidelity. 
And while this was the case, the primitive 
Christians were zealous, diligent, and equally 
ready for service, and even for martyrdom. 

Those persons who are acquainted with the 
writings of the ancient Jewish Rabbles, and 
also with the writings of the ancient fathers of 
the church, well know that many of the most 
learned, yea, even the most pious, amongst 
them, fully admitted this truth, viz., that the 
Messiah's kingdom is to be established on this 
earth. The curse which has been upon this 
earth since Adam's transgression, (Gen., chap. 
3, ver. 17), will then be taken away. Then shall 
the earth be filled with "the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea." 

**Then God upon our land shall constant blessings showV, 
And all the world in awe shall stand of his resistless powV." 

•* Then heaven, eclipsed so long, and this dull earth, 

Shall seem to start into a second birth ; 

Nature, assuming a more lovely face, 

Borrowing a beauty from the works of grace, 

Shall be despised and overlooked no more, 

Shall fill thee with delights unfelt before ; 

Impart to things inanimate a voice. 

And bid her mountains and her hills rejoice/* 
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Does the reader ask what were the views of the 
pious Rabbles and early fathers of the church, 
on the subject of Christ's kingdom on this earth ? 
I answer, that this would be an important in- 
quiry. For, if the doctrine be of God, it may 
be expected that His people in all ages have 
been more or less acquainted with it. And if so, 
it must foUow inevitably that the theology of 
the present day is certainly defective, in which 
this doctrine is not generally made known. 

I shall notice only a few out of the many 
selections which may be made from the testi- 
monies both of the Rabbles, and the old fSeithers 
oi the church. 

Not that I think the testimony of the church 
can add weight to the unerring word of Jehovah. 
TTls testimony has been adduced in this work ; 
nevertheless, I do think that the testimony of 
the church in former days, may corroborate that 
of the church in the preaeTd day. Having this 
impression on my mind, I will give a few of 
those testimonies narrated by the Jews and the 
early fethers. 

The Chcddee Paraphrase^ 620 years rg, 
says, — " The first monarchy was of God ; the 
second, under Nimrod ; third, under Pharaoh ; 
fourth, under Solomon ; fifth, under Nebuchad- 
nezzar ; sixth, under the Medes and Persians ; 
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seventh, xmder Alexander the Great ; eighth, 
Tinder Julius Caesar ; the ninth, the kingdom 
of the Messiah." 

The Babylonian Targv/m, same date, says, 
— '' Messiah shall come, whose is the kingdom, 
and Him shall all the nations serve." 

Daily Prayer* — " And unto Jerusalem thy 
city, thou shalt return with compassion, and 
thou shalt dwell in the midst of her, as thou 
hast promised : build her up soon in our days, 
a building to last for ever; and the seat of David 
thou shalt speedily establish therein." Ihid, — 
"Joy to thy knd, and gladness to thy city, and 
the flourishing of the horn of David thy servant, 
and a splendid light to the son of Jesse, thine 

anointed, speedily in our days." "He 

shall reign king the Lord for ever, the God of 
Zion from generation to generation."t 

I might mention Irenceus, A.D. 178 ; Me- 
thodius, A.D. 300 ; Paulinus, A.D. 365 ; and many 
others, all of the Greek &thers, testifying the 
same truth, viz., that the Messiah shall reign 
on the eartL I will only give the following 
testimonies of the Latin fathers, and one of the 
Council of Nice. 

TeriuUicm, A.D. 180., says, — "For if we oon- 

• Jews of the present day. 
t Prayer for the New Year. 
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fess that a kingdom ie promised us on EABTH, 
for 1000 years, in the city of Jerusalem. .... 
For it is both just and well-beseeming the Lord, 
that there also his servants should triumph 
where they have been afflicted for his name." 

Ladantiua, A.D. 310, says, — " In our fourth 
book we have spoken of the fibst coming of 
the Lord, now let us relate his second, which 
the Jews also acknowledge and expect, because 
it is of necessity that he should return to com- 
fort them whom before he had come to call 
together." 

The testimony of the Council of Nice, A.D. 
825, — "We expect new heavens and a new 
earth, according to the holy scriptures, when 
shall shine forth the APPEABANCE AND KINGDOM 
of the great Ood and our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
And then, as Daniel saith, chap. 7, ver. 18, — 
'' The saints of the Most High shall take the 
kingdom, and there shall be a pure earth holy ; 
a land of the living, not of the dead, which 
David, foreseeing by the eye of faith, cries out, 
Psahn 27, ver. 13, — ' I believe to see the good- 
ness of the Lord in the land of the living ;' for 
Christ saith. Matt., chap. 5, ver. 5, — ^Blessed 
are the meek, for they shall possess the eartL" 

Such was the doctrine of the church down to 
the fourth century. It then began to decline 
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through the influence of Origen, of whom Mil- 
ner says, — " No man, not altogether unsound 
and hypocritical, ever injured the church of 
Christ more than Origen did. From the fan- 
ciful mode of allegory introduced by him, and 
uncontrolled by scripture rule and order, there 
arose a vitiated method of commenting on the 
aacred pages. A thick mist of ages pervaded 
the Christian world, supported and strengthen- 
ed by his allegorical manner of interpretation ;'* 
but, as I observed before, in our day, when the 
scriptures are once more studied, and the word 
of God preferred to the traditions of men, this 
doctrine is once more revived, and many of 
God's people are "looking for and waiting the 
coming of the Lord." 

This doctrine of the coining and kingdom of 
our Lord is certainly calculated to produce a 
great practical effect on the hearts of His dear 
diildren, and I wiU mention a few of them to 
my dear reader ; may God bring them with 
power to your heart ! 

K, then, we are living in the latter days, and 
God's kingdom is drawing near, "what maimer 
of persons ought we to be in all holy conversa- 
tion r This doctrine should lead us to see, in 
all its immense importance, the absolute neces- 
sity of acquiring a taste for the pure and spirit- 
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ual pleasures of that kingdom to which we look 
forward. As holiness wiU be the prominent 
feature, as righteousness will universally pre- 
vail, and love to Christ be the ruling principle, 
how anxiously should we now cultivate the dis- 
positions suited to such a state, and follow after 
that " holiness without which no man shall see 
the Lord" If now we have no delight in walk- 
ing with Jesus — in holding communion with 
him, that kingdom of which we have been 
speaking will never be desired by us ; for there 
Christ will be " aU in all," and there the chief 
happiness promised is, that his people shall be 
with him, and " see him as he is." 

Another practical consequence from the belief 
of Christ's coming and kingdom is, that it will 
enable the believer to have his affections more 
and more removed from the things that perish, 
and so fix them upon things eternal in the hea- 
vena He will seek for no honours and distinc- 
tions in the present dispensation, which in a 
few years must come to a close. Perhaps you 
may say the uncertainty of man's life, and the 
looking forward to death, should produce the 
same effect upon the mind ; but, my friend, 
is it so ? Do the generality of mankind dwell 
with delight upon the prospects of their dissolu- 
tion ? Do they like thinking of death, or even 
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gpeaking of it ? Does it reign predominant in 
their hearts ? Ton must acknowledge that it 
does not Death is in itself so awful, that the 
mind of man instinctively turns from it, and 
even pious Christians unwillingly meditate 
thereon ; but the belief of the Lord's coming 
in glory continually recurring to tiie mind, as 
an object of the most delightful interest, en- 
gages the whole heart and affections, and fills 
the soul with " love, and joy, and peace in be- 
lieving." 

With what force may the apostle's exhorta- 
tion be applied to the present time? "The night 
is far spent, the day is at hand ; let us, there- 
fore, cast off the works of darkness, and let us 
put on the armour of light." A day of glory is 
about to dawn upon our earth, and ere long the 
" Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing 
in his wings," before whom the present night 
of sin and misery must pass away ; and imless 
his love be really and truly "shed abroad in our 
hearts, by the Holy Ghost, which is given trnto 
us," we cannot be "partakers of the inheritance 
of the saints in light." 

The doctrine of Christ's coming and kingdom 
elevates the believer above all the petty miser- 
ies of this life, and will prevent him from being 
disturbed at the present state of things, and 
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foreboding gloomy and grievous times. As the 
dark and tempestuous days at the dose of win- 
ter should not much distress that man who 
knows that these storms are only preparatory 
to a change in the season, and that ere long he 
will rejoice in the simshine and verdure of the 
spring, so shpuld the child of God comfort him- 
self in times like the present, with the blessed 
prospect of his heavenly Master's return. Every 
day opens to us more clearly the prophetic 
writings, " He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear." 

Why are there so few, even now, who will 
look forward for this happy period ? Is it be- 
cause they will not understand these things ? 
Let us Tiot be of that number who say, " where 
is the promise of his coming" ? Rather let us 
separate ourselves from the leaven of wicked- 
ness, and have no fellowship with them. O that 
we may all so live as to view the coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ with joy and thanksgiving. 
Let us meet Him with hope, with joy, with 
love, and receive him as children would a parent, 
after a long absence, whose name we hallow, 
when we pray " thy kingdoTn come!' O may 
it "please thee," our heavenly Father, "of thy 
gracious goodness, shortly to accomplish the num- 
ber of thine elect, and to hasten thy kiTigdom ; 
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that we, with all those that are departed in the 
true faith of thy holy name, may have our per- 
fect consummation and bliss, both in body and 
soul, in thy eternal and everlasting glory ; 
tlirough Jesus Christ our Lori* 

" Zion ! lift thy raptured eye, 
The long-expected hour is nigh ; 
The joys of nature rise again. 
The Prince of Salem comes to reign. 

He comes, to cheer the trembling heart, 
Bid Satan and his host depart ; 
Again the Day-star gUds the gloom, 
Again the bowers of Eden bloom I 

Zion ! lift thy raptured eye. 
The long-expected hour is nigh ; 
The joys of nature rise again, 
The Prince of Salem comes to reign." 

I have dwelt very long upon this subject of 
the kingdom of our blessed Lord, because of 
so much that is going on in the present day, 
both in reference to the Jews and to the church 
of Christ ; showing very plainly that the day 
of Christ's coming is drawing nigh. The writer 
wiU, with God's permission, embrace this oppor- 
tunity of addressing a few words to his own 
much beloved nation, " who are of the seed of 
Abraham ;" and earnestly does he pray that it 

• The Church of England Book of Common Prayer, * * Burial 
of the Dead.*' 



yGoogk 



ADDRESS TO THE JEWa 89 

may please God to remove every stumbling- 
block out of their way, that they may (at least 
many of them may) be brought to " confess with 
their mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in their 
heart that God Hath raised him from the dead,'" 
and they shall be saved. What I have stated in 
the former part of this work respecting you and 
your religious services, has not been said either 
to wound the spirit or give the least offence. No, 
beloved brethren, my chief object has been for 
you to make inquiry by means of those services. 
You say that you have sought for salvation, 
and have found none I Inquire yourselves into 
this matter : you fast, you do penance, you 
pray, you are earnest and devout, yet you can- 
not find salvation I Furthermore, you say, " we 
have hitherto been cut off through our evil 
deeds, yet hast Thou, O our Rock ! not brought 
consummation upon us. Our Righteous Anoint- 
13) is departed 1" — as already quoted from your 
own prayer book. Do, dear brethren, ask your 
own hearts conscientiously where this our Righ- 
teous Anointed is, and who he is ; and depend 
on it, you will find the same reply as tibou- 
sands of our nation have done already, viz,, 
that it is Jesus of Nazareth, "whom the heaven 
must receive until the times of restitution of all 
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth 
F 
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of all his holy prophets since the world began." 
For Moses truly said unto the &thers, " a prophet 
shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of 
your brethren, Uke unto me ; him shall ye hear 
in all things whatsoever he shfill say imto you. 
And it shall come to pass, that every soul which 
shall not hear that prophet shall be destroyed 

from among the people Ye are the 

children of the prophets, and of the covenant 
which Gk)d made with our fiobthers, saying unto 
Abraham, and in thy seed shall all the kindreds 
of the earth be blessed. Unto you first, Gtod, 
having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to 
bless you, in turning away every one of you 
from his iniquities." " Why then will ye die, 
O house of Israel r — ^Ezek., chap. 33, ver. 11. 

You say in your daily service,* — "Bring us 
back, O our Father ! to the observance of thy 
law ; and draw us near, O our king ! to thy 
service ; and convert us to thee by perfect 
repentance !" 

How, my dear brethren, are you to find per- 
fect repentance, if you stiU despise Him who rose 
"from the dead the third day; and that repent- 
ance and remission of sins should be preached 
in His name among all nations T You confess 
that you desire to be converted and turned unto 
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ttie Lord : ^' Repent ye, therefore, and be con- 
verted, that your sins may be blotted out," — 
Acts, chap. 3, ver. 19. Trifle no longer with these 
thinga Your souls, your never-dying souls, are 
concerned in tfllse matters ; which, therefore, 
must not be lightly thought of, but must be 
brought on your hearts before God "Seek 
ye the Lord while he may be found, call upon 
him, while he is near," — Isai, chap. 55, ver. 6. 
Time is short; death is at the door; in the midst 
of life we are in death ; of whom can we seek 
for succour, " btjt op Thee, O Lord !" May the 
God of Israel lead you, beloved brethren, into 
all truth ! may you be able to say with the 
writer of this, and in the spirit and language of 
him who was the wisest of all men, " I have 
found Him whom my soul lovetL" — Cant. Cant, 
diap. 3, ver. 4. Thousands of our nation have 
lived and died in the true fidth ; may you and 
I, beloved brethren, also live and die in the 
faith of Christ. He is the Messiah of whom 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, and all the prophets 
did writa He is now at the right hand of the 
Father, as our great High Priest, interceding for 
us ; andHe wiU come again in a glorified body, 
and will occupy David's throne, and will be 
welcomed by the whole church in the holy 
language of the prophet Isaiah, — " Lo, this is 
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our God, we have waited for Him, and He will 
save us ; this is the Lord, we have waitedfor Him, 
we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation." 

May you be enabled to say, with the feeling 
of the writer, and in the language of the poet, — 

*' Jesus, I my cross have taken, 

All to leave, and follow thee ; 
Naked, popr, despised, forsaken. 

Thou from henoe my all shall be. 
Perish every fond ambition, 

AJl I've sought, or hoped, or known ; 
Yet how rich is my condition,-* 

Grod and heaven are stiU my own. 

« Let the world despise and leave me : 

They have left my Saviour too ; 
Hmnan hearts and looks deceive me,-— 

Thou art not, like them, untrue. 
And whilst thou shalt smile upon me, 

God of wisdom, love, and might, 
Foes may hate, and ficiends may scorn me. 

Show thy face, and all la bright.'* 

Having written with deep love and affection 
to my kinsmen — ^my brethren according to the 
flesh, I must now speak to you, my brethren in 
Christ, with all Christian fidelity; "for the love 
of Christ constraineth" me so to do. You ought 
always to remember, that fi'om this ancient 
people, of whom we have been reading, you 
have received every present blessing, and every 
^ture hope. You must not forget that the im- 
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mediate design of our blessed Lord's own min- 
istay was to call the Jews ; therefore, in your 
attempts to bring them to a saving knowledge 
of the only true Messiah, you wiU be more par- 
ticularly treading in his steps. 

Nor did the apostles of our Lord, in the pro* 
mulgation of the gospel, relax in their endea- 
vours to enlighten their own nation. If the 
O^TitUe world obtained mercy, and a door of 
admission into the Christian church was opened 
to them, it was never shut against a Jew who 
was willing to enter it ; the command of our 
Saviour to his apostles was, ''that they should 
preach the gospel to every creature," not ex- 
cepting any fidlen Banner of any nation; yet 
forgiveness of sins through His name was "first 
to be proclaimed in Jerusalem," which, notwith- 
standing the guilty shedding of his blood, con- 
tinued to enjoy a pre-eminence in his &vour. 
It was unbelief at first, and it is unbelief alone 
which now excludes them fi'om the blessings 
of his kingdom. " They also," says the apostle, 
'' if they abide not in unbelief, shall be graffed" 
into the church ; '' for Grod is able to graft them 
in again." There can be no doubt that there 
has been, in all ages of the world, a striking 
opposition between the designs of God and the 
conduct of men towards my nation. Notice 
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the contempt in which the Jews have f oi^ yeaid 
generally been held Consider, also, simply the 
fact to what an extent this contempt did prevaiL 
And at the present day is not the word Jew a 
name almost of execration among many? Is 
it not often sufficient to consign to neglect or 
suspicion any individual who bears it ? But I 
ask, can such a feeling be made to harmonize 
with the designs of God ? Can the voice of 
insult have any concord with the lofty and glt>* 
rious songs and triumphs of prophecy ? 

This feeling is by no means confined to per- 
sons without religion. On the contrary, it 
extends in some degree — ^I will not say very 
considerable degree — ^to the members of the 
Christian church. A sufficient proof of this 
is the very general neglect of those parts of 
scripture which speak of the future blessedness 
of God's ancient people. For years has the 
prophetic book been lost sight o£ The duties 
connected with this nation were amongst the 
most neglected parts of the holy writings. Some-- 
ti/mes indeed an interpreter of prophecy, in the 
development of a new system, and rather as a 
matter of literature than religion, touched upon 
them But, independent of such writers, none, 
or scarcely any, we found who dwelt upon them^ 
and assigned them the importance which they 
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deserved Other passages of the Bible occupied 
the attention, interested the feelings, and guided 
the conduct of the pious student. But the con- 
version of the Jews was often regarded as a ques- 
tion of mere speculation, and the passages which 
respected it were abandoned to some leisure hour. 
Thus, those whose interests and conversion for 
a succession of ages fixed and occupied the 
mind of God, were banished fix)m the minds of 
his creatures. Even now, in our own day, there 
are some who are ready to say, why interfere 
with any inan*s religion ? Why not leave the 
Jews to worship God after their own manner ? 
Let every man go to heaven in his own way ! 
O my friend, what a blessing, what a com- 
fort, what a consolation, that Gk)d hath not left 
us to go in our o^wl way ! Our own ways are 
the ways of sin and wickedness ; our own ways 
are ways which would lead us to travel onward 
to the end of this life through that wide gate, for 
''broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which go in thereat." Blessed 
be God, that He hath shown us the way, and 
the only way, whereby we shall obtain an en- 
trance into His kingdom. Jesus Christ is the 
way, and the only way ; it is by him alone 
that we obtain eternal Ufa " To Him gave all 
the prophets witness, that through His name 
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whosoever beUeveth in him shall receive remis- 
sion of sin." If the Jews, as Jews denying 
Christ, can be saved, then let them alone, and 
let every one go on in his own way ; but i^ on 
the other hand, those only can be saved who 
know and love the Lord who bought them with 
his own predous blood, thenlet ns work in this 
good work by seeking to save the " lost sheep 
of the house of Israel" Surely this is not an 
unreasonable request ! Are there no duties 
which we have to perform towards this nation 
in particular ? Our blessed Lord condescended 
to be bom of a poor Jewish virgin. Hehimself 
was a ''minister of the circumcision for the truth 
of Ood, to confirm the promises made unto the 
fathera" He came ''to seek and to save the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel" When he 
sent the twelve apostles forth to preach the glad 
tidings of salvation, his command to them was^ 
" Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into 
any city of the Samaritans enter ye not ; but 
go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Is- 
rael" True it is, that the Jews have rejected 
him. " He came to his own, and his own re- 
ceived him not" But they have only rejected 
him for a time ; " for," says the apostle, " I 
would not, brethren, that ye should be ignor- 
ant of this mystery, lest ye be wise in your 
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mum conceits, that blindness (margin, hardness) 
in part has happened to Israel, until the fulness 
of the Qentiles be brought in, and so all Israel 
shall be saved." God has mercies in store for 
them. '* Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; As 
I thought to punish you, when your fethers 
provoked me to wrath, saith the Lord of hosts, 
and I repented not : so again have I thought 
in these days to do well unto Jerusalem and to 
the house of Judah," — ^Zedh, chap. 8, ver. 14, 15. 
He that scattered Israel will gather him, and 

keep him, aa a shepherd doth his flock. 

As I watched over them, to pluck up, and to 
break down, and to throw down, and to destroy, 
and to aflSict ; so will I watch over them, to 
build, and to plant, saith the Lord," — Jer., chap. 
81, ver. 10 & 28. If, then, "ye will be workers 
together with him," seek the conversion of his 
people. Never forget that the Jew, as well as 
yourself, has a soul to be saved The Jews are 
guilty sinners ; they are to be redeemed by the 
same precious blood which was shed for us. 
The gospel is to them, aa to you and all the 
world, the only "power of God to salvation ;" 
and of that gospel they have long been and 
stm are ignorant, that is, the great mass of them, 
but, God be praised, not all Maay through the 
instrumentality of the London Society for pro* 
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moting Christianity amongst them, have been 
brought back to the true '' Shepherd of their 
souls ;'' yea, some thousands of the house of Is- 
rael have now found him '' of whom Moses in 
the law and the prophets did write." 

The objects of this society are simple and 
satisfactory : they interfere not with the politi- 
cal or civil condition of this people : they seek 
to bring them to Christianity ; and as Christi- 
anity is derived from the New Testament, that 
precious treasure is translated into the Hebrew, 
as also into the Judseo-Polish, Judseo-German, 
and JudsBo-Spanish dialects; and many have 
owned the hand of Qod in bringing them to the 
knowledge of the Saviour of mankind through 
the New Testament. 

This society also educates the children of Jews 
in the principles of Christianity, and in this they 
imitate Him who took the infant Jews into his 
arms and blessed them, and said, '' SuiSer little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not, 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven ;" and at 
this day, both a mission, a school, and a church, 
is established in that same city where the bless- 
ed Saviour Christ offered up his prayer, "Father 
forgive them, for they know not what they da" 
There, too, do the servants of Christ pray that 
God, in mercy for his dear Son's sake, would 
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look down upon the epiritual darkness of their 
brethren, and pour upon them the rich flood of 
light and life in the knowledge of Jesus Christ 
Numbers of Jews from amongst the German, 
Polish, and Spanish denominations, are con- 
stantly travelling to the Holy City, there to 
lay their bones in the dust, and to be ready to 
rise to meet the Messiah on the day of his ap- 
pearing. 

I have been induced to say this much on be- 
half of the "London Society for promoting 
Christianity among the Jews,'* because I am 
more intimately acquainted with the operations 
of ii I must not, however, lose sight of what 
is done in this country, (Scotland), for the fdr- 
therance of the same cause. I am truly thank- 
ful to know, that in this highly favoured land 
the Jewish cause has deeply and firmly taken 
root No tempest of opposition, no chilling 
blasts of apathy or scorn, no withering blight 
of calumny, have checked its reviving verdura 
The Jewish cause in this country, as well as in 
England, may of a truth be said to be of vigor- 
ous growth, all green, and lovely and luxuriant ; 
and its fruits have liberally repaid the culture. 
Such it will continue, I doubt not, watered by 
the dew of heaven, and flourishing as the cedars 
of Lebanon. If, in the conduct of our societies, 
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they have in any respect deviated fiom the 
path of duty in time past, we will now, with 
the Divine blessing, return to it in the simpli- 
city of dependence upon His teaching and 
guidance. We must not plunge into calculations 
which often furnish but the subjects of mere 
barren speculations : we presiune not to sound 
the unfathomable counsels of God, — ^to unveil 
the mysteries of his providence ; as weU might 
we 

'* Ask of our mother earth why oaks were made 
Taller aad stax)nger than the weeds they shade," 

as challenge him and call him to account for his 
dealings towards this wondrous nation — ^this 
people marked by his hand, and standing forth 
**I{i8 witnesses'' to all the kingdoms of the 
earth. Is the heart of the Jew so hardened 
that the same mercy which, when it bade Moses 
strike the rock, brought forth streams in the 
desert, cannot subdue the stoney heart, and 
cause to spring up the fountain of life therein ? 
Let but the Christian read the Bible, and when 
he reads, beUeve. Where the means have been 
used, under the teaching of Gods Holy Spirit, 
they have received a blessing. 

The writer of this can speak fix)m happy ex- 
perience that he has been much blessed of God 
in his own ministry amongst his nation. He 
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has had the holy privilege of baptiang seventy- 
five of his kindred, many of whom are now 
fidthfol ambassadors in the church of Christ, — 
may God have all the gloiy. Look at what 
they were^ and what they shcdl be hereafter ; 
for more than a thousand years the pecvUar^ 
the &voured people of Grod, from whom de- 
scended prophets and apostles, through whose 
preaching the power of darkness has been con- 
quered in the Gentile world. " Salvation is 
OF THE Jews ;" and the page of prophecy, as 
we have clearly shown, directs us to their future 
glory and restoration as a great blessing to the 
whole world. Never let it be said that their 
conversion ia impracticable; thehistoiy of vari- 
ous societies will furnish the best denial of such 
an assertion. Wheresoever the cause has been 
taken in hand by Christians, and their mission- 
aries have fSsdthftilly preached the gospel to the 
Jews, ajid given them that blessed word which 
is able to make them wise imto salvation, the 
effects have followed in due course, as already 
noticed. We, however, are not to look so mudi 
to the effects produced by the labours of the 
Christian church as to our own duty. Effects 
belong unto God, — Dmr is ours ! Independ- 
ently of all effects, we must rest this cause upon 
the authority of God, otherwise we would keep 
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only in a secondary view, the success which 
has crowned the efforts made by the^ehnrch of 
God. 

The means for Israel's conversion are put into 
our hands ; they are earnest, and humble, and 
persevering prayer for the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit upon Jew and Gentile ; upon our- 
selves as instruments, and upon the world as 
the objects of our Christian exertiona Thank- 
ful your societies are for the pecuniary contri- 
butions of their friends ; but these are not their 
only treasure. We know that " not by might, 
not by power, but by my spirit,'' saith the Lord 
of hosts ; we, therefore, must come as to the 
living fountain of all good, to the "throne of 
grace," and beseech the " Spirit from on high," 
and so '' pray for the peace ofJerusahra; not 
forgetting the promise annexed to this com- 
mand, — " They shall prosper that love thee." 

"Oh I weep for those that wept by Babel's stream. 
Whose shrines are desolate, whose land a dream ; 
Weep for the harp of Jndah's broken sheU ; 
Mourn, — ^where. their God hath dwelt, the godless 
dwelL" 

To the Jews were committed the oracles of 
God : they proffered you these oracles ; you 
grasped at the inestimable treasure. Qliey 
asked but for their share in that precious 
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volume ; you flung them badi all its curses, and 
monopolized all its blessings to yourselves. 

We ask you, Christian reader, to be grateful 
to your benefiwjtors in this the hour of their 
spiritual distress and misery. Dreary, indeed, 
and desolate is their spiritual condition, as is 
evident from their own confession made on the 
day of atonement, and other confessions made 
in their daily prayera To the Jews you owe 
that precious volume from whence piety derives 
her inspiring sentiments, and the eloquence of 
prayer its appropriate language ; whose patri- 
archs, legislators, judges and kings, prophets 
and saints, martjms and apostles, all stand forth 
in bright and glowing relief, and teach, by ex- 
ample, what the grace of Ood can effect upon the 
heart of man ! Oh, my Christian friend, would 
you promote the honour and glory of God, and 
extend the Redeemer's kingdom, seek the con- 
version of my brethren of the house of Israel 
•' Ye who are the Lord's remembrancers, keep 
not silence, and give him no rest tiU he establish 
and tiU he make Jerusalem a praise in the 
earth." 

I fear that some of my readers may think 
that I have dwelt too largely on the past, 
present, and future condition of my nation ; but 
I may truly say, " out of the fulness of the 
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heart, the mouth speaketh.'' I have this natioo: 
deeply engraven upon my heart, and have ther^* 
fore ^)oken from the fdhiess of it, with earnest 
desire and prayer to God that what I have said 
may be aooompanied with his blessing. 

We will now return again to the subject &om 
which we started at the commencement of this 
little work, viz,, the Sabbath day. 

*' Dear is the hallowed mom to me, 
When village bells awake the day ; 

And, by their sacred minstrelsy. 
Call me from earthly cares away. 

" And dear to me the winged hour, 

Spent in thy hallow'd courts, Lord t 
To feel devotion's soothing power. 

And catch the numna of thy word. 
'* And dear to me the lond Amen 

Which echoes through the blest abodes, 
Which swells and sinks, and swells again. 

Dies on the walls, but lives to God« 
*' Go man of pleasure, strike thy lyre. 

Of broken Sabbaths sing the charms : 
Ours be the prophet's car of fire 

That bears us to a Father's arms." 

It must be acknowledged by every proper 
minded person, that the authority of God is 
supreme in its decree, and universal in its ex- 
tent ; yet, alas! if we look around us, there is, I 
fear, too much reason to say that this authority 
is contemned by the great mass of mankind 
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They appear by their practice to reject it, and 
their cbctions say, " let us break his bands asun- 
der, and cast away his cords from us." They dis- 
Kke the word of God, because it will not tolerate 
their sins ; they would rather choose to be go- 
verned by their sensual appetites than by the 
laws of God The baneful influence of these 
principles have been felt in states, families, and 
individuals. They lead men to cast off restraint, 
and disown moral obligations. They say to 
God, "depart from us, for we desire not the 
knowledge of thy ways." Amongst the un- 
&vourable signs characteristic of the present 
day, is the disregard which is shown to divine 
ordinancea I am willing to admit that this 
disregard to the ordinances of God is not so 
palpable in this highly feivoured and much 
blessed country, Scotland, as it is in our more 
highly favoured country, England. Of this evil, 
however, of disregarding God's ordinance, ag- 
gravated as it is in no small extent, instances, 
more or less, are to be found in every country. 
God hath commanded us to "keep the Sab- 
bath day holy." But is not this precept of the 
table of the covenant broken, and impiously 
trodden under foot ? Do not men profane the 
Sabbath ? Is it not devoted by multitudes to 
purposes of worldly pleasure and amusements ? 
G 
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Since writing this little work, a pamphlet 
has been brought to me, headed, — "History of 
Sunday ;" and an awful history has the writer 
made of it ! 

Had he made the price of it sixty-'pence in- 
stead of sixpence, it would not have done much 
harm to religion, inasmuch it would not have 
fallen into the hands of the working class gen- 
erally, and for the smallness of its size, would 
not, I think, have found a great sale at aiocty^ 
pence amongst the higher orders of society. It 
is a dangerous book, — one of the books of the 
present ungodly generation. May the Lord 
convert the heart of the writer of it I In one 
part of his work he writes, that " fasts were all 
of Eabbinical origin." We will just see how 
far his writing is to be depended on. If not 
true in one statement, so likewise h« may not 
be correct in many othera I find from tiiis 
pamphlet that he is as incorrect about the ob* 
servance of the Sabbath, as when he says fests 
were all of " Babbinical origin.'' Moses enjoins 
but one particular fast, that was on the day of 
atonement, — ^Lev. chap., 23, ver. 27-29. Never- 
theless, he himself did fast forty days and forty 
nights. 

The eleven tribes which had taken arms 
against that of Benjamin, fell down before the 
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ark, and fasted until the evening,— Judg., chap. 
20, ver. 26. The Israelites assembled before the 
Lord at Mizpeh, and fasted till the evening, — 
1 Sam., chap. 7, ver. 6. Elijah fagted also forty- 
days and forty nights, — 1 Kinga chap 19, ver. 
8. In the time of Jonah, even the heathen 
themselves fasted, — Jonah, chap. 3, ver. 6, 7, 8. 
Jehoshaphat, a God-fearing man, proclaimed a 
fast, — 2 Chron., chap. 20, ver. 3. Nehemiah, 
also a God-fearing man, fasted, — Neh., chap. 1, 
ver. 4. Also Ezra proclaimed a fiist at the river 
of Ahava, — Ezra, chap. 8, ver. 21. We might 
speak of Joel and others; and yet this said 
writer, who would have the protestants of our 
highly favoured land look upon the Sabbath 
more as a day of pleasure than holy worship, 
tells us that "fiists were all of Eabbinical origin." 
I will give him full credit for knowing little of 
Rabbinism, and much less of God's holy word. 
I would not have noticed this ungodly pamph- 
let, if it were not to show the sins of the people. 
Here we have another Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, who provoked the Lord to anger, and 
made Israel to sin, — 1 Kings, chap. 21, ver. 22. 
I must say to this writer, in the words of our 
blessed Lord, Mark, chap. 7, ver 13. 

I much fear, if I am to judge from what he 
has written, that he is one of Justin's disciples. 
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Vide "dialogue with Tryphon the Jew," who 
said " there was no need of the observance of 
Sabbaths before Moses, neither now is there 
any need of them after Jesns Christ." Would 
to God these things were not so 1 but they are 
too visible not to be seen, and I fear they have 
procured tokens of divine wrath. To the praise 
and glory of God's grace, do we say that there 
are many God-fearing men in this and in other 
lands. Lord grant that their number may 
increase more and more 1 These are the " salt 
of the earth," the pillars of the world ; for "ex- 
cept the Lord of hosts had left unto us a very 
small remnant, we should have been as Sodom, 
and we should have been like Gomorrah." Are 
you one of this nimiber, my friend ? If so, 
remember that the language of the Christian is 
at all times and in all places — " Lord what wilt 
thou have me to do ?" Where a spirit of prayer 
is excited amongst God-fearing people, it is a 
favourable sign, and we rest assured that God 
has blessings in store for us. Not that there is 
anything meritorious even in our best services. 
Every blessing we are privileged to enjoy, de- 
scends upon us only through the merits and 
glorious intercession of Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Let me impress upon your mind, and may 
God the Holy spirit deeply impress on your 
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heart, the necessity of earnest prayer. Private 
prayer is inseparable from a state of grace ; it 
is one of the first, one of the plainest and 
strongest symptoms of spiritual life ; as it was 
said of the apostle Paul, " behold he prayetk t' 
In our closet devotions we have the most free 
and unrestrained intercourse with God. Every 
heart knows its own bitterness. The Christian 
has trials, conflicts, and temptations, all which 
he can spread before the Lord, and before Him 
only. Not only would we urge the necessity 
of closet prayer, but would most solemnly en- 
force the following highly impoi*tant, but it is 
feared much neglected, duties of family prayer 
and instruction. 

Every day let some portion of the word of 
God be read in your families ; it will afford 
subjects both for meditation and prayer. It is 
a pleasing fact to know, that of late the import- 
ant but very neglected duty of reading and eoo- 
plaining the scriptures daily for the benefit 
of children and servants, is reviving among 
pious heads of families in all classes of society. 
Ignorance the most fatal is entailed upon every 
family where the wisdom from above is not 
known or desired Do we love our church? 
Do we really love and value our holy religion ? 
Do we love our country? Do we wish suc- 
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ceeding generations to be more virtuous and 
more happy than our own ? Remember that 
the work must be begun with parents and mas- 
ters, with labourers and tradesmen, mechanics 
a^d artizans, as well as with the rich and noble 
of the present generation. Happy is the family, 
whether high or low, where the word of God 
is loved, dwells in the heart, and influences all 
its members. Let us be much with God, both 
at the family altar and in our closets. This 
will be weU calculated to produce an advance- 
ment of the power of vital godliness in our 
hearts, and the universal and perpetual practice 
of it in our lives. It is an old and weU estab- 
lished maxim, " praying will either make a man 
leave off sinning, or sinning will make a man 
leave off praying." 

I desire now to bring my little work to a 
close in a prayerful spirit. 

May the God of peace and love, " from whom 
Cometh every good and every perfect gift/' grant 
that his blessing may accompany the reading of 
this book to the hearts of aU. May He, "whose 
blessed Son was manifested, that he might de- 
stroy the works of the devil, and make us the 
sons of God, and heirs of eternal life, grant us 
that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves 
even as He is pure : that when He shall appear 
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again with power and great glory, we may be 
iBade like unto Him in his eternal and glorious 
kingdom : where with thee, Father, and thee, 
O Holy Ghost, he liveth and reigneth, ever one 
God, world without end. Amen."* 

May a dying Saviour's love, 

A risen Saviour's power. 

An ascended Saviour's sympathy, 

And a coming Saviour's glory, 

Be the joy and comfort of your heart." 



* Collect for Sixth Sunday after Epiphany, — Church of 
England Book of Common Prayer. 



THE END. 



Edinbvirgh : Printed by James Peddie, 2 Nicolaon S<iiiare. 
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